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PWWS February 12, Meeting - Wednesday
Program Painted Wolves of Africa” by Lisa Griffis.
by Lisa Griffis

Painted Wolves of Africa. Lisa working closely with the Painted Dog Conservation based in Zimbabwe, Africa
will bring fabulous images of African wildlife, including the African dogs and Pangolins, two endangered
species. Photo by Lisa Griffis

February PWWS meeting will be on the SECOND Wednesday (Feb 12th) not on
the normal 3rd Wednesday.

Please join the Piney Woods Wildlife Society at 6:30 p.m. for our February
meeting. The presentation for Wednesday, February 12th, 2020, will be entitled
“Painted Wolves of Africa” by Lisa Griffis. It will take place on Wednesday the
12th at 6:30 p.m. (please note the change to the 2nd Wednesday just for this
month only). Lisa describes her program as follows:
“This presentation will be about what I learned from Nicholas Dyer, who works
closely with Peter Blinston, the Executive Director of the Painted Dog
Conservation based in Zimbabwe Africa. I watched a speech Peter gave online
during the 2018 Wildlife Conservation Network program and was able to meet him
when I attended the conference in San Francisco in 2019. I purchased the
beautiful photography book (Painted Wolves, A Wild Dogs Life) that Nicholas
Dyer created and was impressed that the book sales contributed heavily to the
Painted Dog Conservation program. I started looking online to see if he would be
doing any photography workshops and was lucky to take a spot on his
photography safari at Hwange and Mana Pools National Parks thru partnership
with African Bush Camp in November 2019. I hope you enjoy learning about the
Painted Dogs as much as I have.”
“I started photography when I was in about 7th grade with my Kodak Instamatic,
shooting photos of the neighborhood dogs and then the high school bands. I
bought my first SLR camera, a Minolta SRT 101 in the late 1970’s and started
shooting with black and white and trifex film. When digital cameras came out, I
was so excited to be able to see my efforts right away, rather than camping out at
the Fotomat kiosk. Like most photographers, I progressed thru various cameras
and now shoot with the Nikon D850 full frame and Nikon D810.”
“My passion is wildlife photography and I consider myself as an enthusiastic
amateur, based upon the accomplishments of the photographers I have studied
under in workshops. I would say that any day outside among wildlife is a
successful day and the hunt for animals and birds is just as satisfying as getting a
good image. I try to share my work with others as much as possible to promote
conservation and develop a love of our wildlife environment.”
Hope you can join PWWS on Wednesday night, Feb 12th, for this talk by Lisa.
Come to the Big Stone Lodge at 6:30 p.m. for snacks and social time or by 7 p.m.
for the start of the program. The lodge is located in Dennis Johnston County Park
at 709 Riley Fuzzel Road just east of Old Town Spring.

The Cowbirds of Costa Rica & Dirty Tricks!
By Wayne Easley

A male Giant Cowbird in a courting pose - Photo by Wayne Easley

A female Giant Cowbird in Costa Rica may sit quietly for long periods watching
an Oropendola colony. She is eyeing her opportunity to sneak in and deposit a
couple of her white eggs in the nest of the oropendola. If the female Oropendola
leaves for a short time, or in the case of a panic attack on the Oropendola colony
(an unexpected visit of a predator) the female cowbird moves into action. Entering

the Oropendola nest pouch, she lays an egg, climbs out of the nest and
disappears. Once she leaves the nest, neither the female or male cowbird has
any interest in their young. Everything is left to the unsuspecting Oropendola. It is
a perfect example of intentional trickery or one could actually call it pure evil. It
should remind us off the subtle attacks we experience every single day in the
cosmic battle between good and evil. The long hanging nests of the Montezuma
Oropendola are favorite targets of the large cowbirds but Giant Cowbirds will also
parsitize the smaller nests of the Chestnut-headed Oropendoas and various
Caciques that live in Costa Rica.
Despite their shady habits, cowbirds do have a certain beauty about them. The
male is a rather large black bird with a purple gloss. The head is rather small and
during courtship, the male stretches its neck upward while it presses its beak
down on a beautiful ruff of glossy purplish gray. The eyes are quite vivid and
actually appear to be a bit diabolical. Female Giant Cowbirds are considerably
smaller than the males. The smaller Bronzed Cowbird (sometimes called the
Red-eyed Cowbird) is smaller yet and spends a lot of time on the ground mixing
with grackles and other ground-loving birds. Both cowbirds spend a lot of time
chasing insects that are stirred up by grazing cattle. The smaller Bronzed
Cowbird has a short tail and is black with a greenish bronze plumage. It is often
found along roadsides, in city parks and open country pastures. This bird is a
parasite and targets several species of smaller birds in Ticoland but it is fond of
messing with various species of brush finches. As someone suggested, "There
are multiple lessons we can learn from the wonderful world of nature.
Wayne Easley/written from Costa Rica on Jan. 10, 2020
Owner of https://m.facebook.com/easleybirding/
Reprinted with permission

A male Giant Cowbird feeding on cracked corn - Photo by Wayne Easley

Male Giant Cowbird in a courting pose - Photo by Wayne Easley

Montezuma Oropendolas which are often targeted by the female Giant Cowbird - Photo by Wayne Easley

Wayne Easley's worker's daughter showing the nest of the Montezuma Oropendola - Photo by Wayne Easley

Nesting colony of the larger oropendolas - Photo by Wayne Easley

Nesting colony of the smaller Chestnut-headed Oropendolas - Photo by Wayne Easley

Chestnut-headed Oropendola - Photo by Wayne Easley

Bronzed Cowbird - Photo by Wayne Easley

Bronzed Cowbird - Photo by Wayne Easley

LITTLE LADIES
by Cheryl Conley, TWRC Wildlife Center

Lady Bug - Photo by Cheryl Conley

As a child, I enjoyed having Ladybugs crawl on my hand. I’d try to count the black
spots. Women in the Victorian era believed that if a ladybug landed on them, they
would get something new. If it landed on their head, they thought they would
receive a new hat. On the hand, it would be new gloves. Today some believe that
if a Ladybug lands on you, your wishes will come true.
In North America we call them Ladybugs. In Britain and other English-speaking
countries, they are called Ladybirds. Ladybugs aren’t really even bugs. Bugs
belong to the order Hemiptera. Ladybugs are part of Coleoptera, the Beetle order.
These little beetles have an insatiable appetite. That’s a good thing for those of
you who garden because they eat the insects that invade your plants like aphids,
whiteflies and other destructive bugs.
Most of us are probably used to seeing the orange Ladybug with black spots but
they come in a wide range of other colors as well—gray, tan, metallic blue. The
number of spots can vary, too, and some have no spots at all.
Even though they are small, they still have a defense mechanism to protect
themselves from predators. When the insects are disturbed, they emit an
odorous, noxious yellow fluid that seeps out of their joints.
Did you know, though, that there are “bad” Ladybugs? Asian Lady Beetles were
first discovered in the United States in 1988 and are known as the Ladybugs’ evil
twin. They, too, devour aphids so in that regard, they are beneficial. Their hefty
appetites can extend to non-pest insects as well like monarch butterfly eggs and

larvae and that’s not good.
Asian Lady Beetles can bite. The bites are not poisonous or extremely painful but
in some cases can cause “pink-eye.” In the fall or winter, if you notice large
numbers of what you believe are ladybugs congregating around your home,
they’re probably Asian Lady Beetles. When it begins to get cold, they will attempt
to enter your home and can stain walls, furniture and fabrics with the stinky yellow
fluid they secrete.
Asian Lady Beetles can be harmful to dogs. When a dog in Kansas started
sleeping all the time, refused to eat and was foaming at the mouth, the
veterinarian discovered over 30 Asian Lady Beetles had attached themselves to
the roof of the mouth.
So how do you tell the difference between the good Ladybug and the evil twin, the
Asian Lady Beetle? Look at the markings on their head. From above, Asian lady
beetles have a white “M”-shaped spot where their head meets the body.
As part of our mission, we strive to educate you about environmental issues that
may affect your lives.
The Ladybug acts as a natural pesticide in nature and they can be easily
purchased online. Utilizing this unique feature of the Ladybug can discourage the
use of dangerous pesticides that are harmful to all living things. Check out our
website at www.twrcwildlifecenter.org for more helpful information.

Asian Lady Beetle - Photo by Cheryl Conley

Photos by Hank Arnold

Skimmer Chicks - Photo by Hank Arnold

Skimmer Chicks - Photo by Hank Arnold

Skimmer Chicks - Photo by Hank Arnold

Skimmer Chick - Photo by Hank Arnold

https://hmarnold.smugmug.com/20200124-ANWR/i-Q3RSdhV/A
https://hmarnold.smugmug.com/2012-Rockport-Skimmer-Chicks/i-J6VRLCR/A
https://hmarnold.smugmug.com/20190310-Rockport/

Hank Arnold shared:
Saving Black Skimmers - Texas Parks & Wildlife 1-12-2020
It has finally been released….
https://youtu.be/RuOjfvOfIQc
Sitting out there feeding the mosquitos at both Weeden Lake and Chester Island
seems much more worthwhile now.
Hank

Been workin my day job

Think I’m caught up
Took the new camera to Kon Tiki Condos for puppy play time.
https://hmarnold.smugmug.com/HFR-Video/i-868xswN
https://hmarnold.smugmug.com/HFR-Video/i-rXcTcpf
Yes, that is a dirty look at the end of the shake.
After we rinsed him the first time and started on Dani, his Golden Retriever
Girlfriend, he snuck over and rolled in the dirt, which of course became mud.
He didn’t think he needed the second rinse, and gave me the dirty look for it.
Hank

Photo by Jim Snyder
Some Butterfly photos from Columbia

Photo by Jim Snyder

Photo by Jim Snyder

Prepona werneri. This is probably the rarest butterfly we’ll see on this trip to Colombia. It’s a Choco endemic
and an endangered species. It was a “lifer” butterfly for all of our guides who have written books. I also got a
photo of the incredible dorsal side! — at Parque Nacional Natural Tatama - Photo by Jim Snyder

I had to climb/crawl down to the river to get these. Luckily our guide, Christobal, helped the "old guy" - Photo
by Jim Snyder

Photo by Jim Snyder

Photo by Jim Snyder

Photo by Jim Snyder - 1-30-2020

Photos by Randy Scott

At Reed and Susan's lakehouse this beautiful morning - Photo by Randy Scott

A country (Spain) of horses. They have great pride in their horse shows - Photo by Randy Scott

A country (Spain) of bull raising for the ring and sport - Photo by Randy Scott

A flock of birds under attack by hawk - Photo by Randy Scott

Photos by Bill Miller

Smooth-billed Ani taken in Puerto Rico - Photo by Bill Miller

Smooth-billed Ani taken in Puerto Rico - Photo by Bill Miller

Painted Bunting, Central Texas - Photo by Bill Miller

Black Vultures at Lake Whitney State Park - Photo by Bill Miller

Fritillary on butterfly weed southern Maryland - Photo by Bill Miller

Photos by Sandy Crystal Vaughn
Exploration Green Phase 2 on 01042020. Clear Lake City (Houston) Texas

Yellow-bellied Sapsucker drilling a new hole in the backyard palm tree! Clear Lake City (Houston) Texas Photo by Sandy Crystal Vaughn

Least Sandpiper - Photo by Sandy Crystal Vaughn

American Pipet - Photo by Sandy Crystal Vaughn

Neotropic Cormorant - Photo by Sandy Crystal Vaughn

2020 Board of Directors
President, Kathy Coward
First VP, Diane Wedgeworth, Editor
Second VP, Claire Moore, Webmaster
Third VP, Carlos Hernandez, Programs
Secretary, Carole Barr
Treasurer, Jim Lacey
Director, Farrar Stockton
Director, Debbie Wilson
Director, Maryanne DiBiase
Carole Allen, HEART Committee Chair
Please join us!
PWWS web site is www.pineywoodswildlifesociety.org
PWWS Facebook site is at https://www.facebook.com/Piney-Woods-WildlifeSociety-125891867423250/

The Pine Warbler is published monthly, September through May, by the Piney
Woods Wildlife Society, Inc.
For membership information write to us at P.O. Box 189, Spring, Texas 773830189. Annual Dues :$15.00 per household.
Please submit any articles you'd like considered for the PWWS Newsletter. The
Pine Warbler, to our President, Kathy Coward, justforthebirds@sbcglobal.net or
Diane Wedgeworth, Editor, milanodi@yahoo.com
Please send all new address changes and any corrections to
cdmoore3@gmail.com (Claire Moore) and add PWWS to the subject line. Thank
you.
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