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PINEY WOODS WILDLIFE SOCIETY
FEBRUARY 20, 2019 PROGRAM
CHILE - A Country of Birds, Volcanoes, Deserts &
Glaciers
by Brad & Noma Macurda

Humboldt Penguin - Photo by Brad & Noma Macurda

Chile is a land of contrasts, ranging from the Atacama Desert (one of the driest
regions in the world) in the north to glaciers and icefields in the south. They span
a vast distance from 17 degrees south to 75 degrees south. Volcanoes scar the
landscapes, and earthquakes often rock the country.
Its avifauna is highly varied, from the world’s largest hummingbird in the north to

the penguins and rheas in the south. In addition, flightless ducks, torrent ducks,
and burrowing parrots are some of the rare Chilean birds. One must understand
the landforms to note the effect on birds.
We will explore this varied land and its birds from Santiago in the north to Tierra
del Fuego and Torres del Paine in the south. The latter is one of the most
breathtaking landscapes in the world.
Please join us on Wednesday, February 20th, Brad & Noma Macurda will give
their program entitled "Chile A Country of Birds, Volcanoes, Deserts And
Glaciers" (Social time with snacks provided is at 6:30 p.m. and the meeting starts
at 7 p.m.) The meeting takes place at the Big Stone Lodge at Dennis Johnston
Park located at 709 Riley Fuzzel Road in Spring.
This presentation will be given by Brad and Noma Macurda, showing photos
taken by both.

Black Faced Ibis - Photo by Brad & Noma Macurda

Lesser Rhea - Photo by Brad & Noma Macurda

Magellanic Oystercatcher - Photo by Brad & Noma Macurda

Rufous collared sparrow - Photo by Brad & Noma Macurda

Spring Creek CBC Saturday, December 15th update
by Claire Moore
CBC on Katy Prairie on New Year's Day
by Claire Moore
The Cypress Creek CBC is held each New Year's Day on the Katy Prairie. Claire
Moore leads a group surveying Nelson Farms which is one of many properties
that the Katy Prairie Conservancy owns or has a conservation easement in
place. This count has many more species than our Spring Creek CBC which is
much more urbanized.
Even though we started the day with a very thick fog, it burned off pretty quickly
and the sun even came out and warmed things up by 10 a.m. Not bad weather for
this count which can be VERY cold sometimes.
Our section of the count found 74 species and counted 18,115 total birds. The
three biggest species were Snow Geese, Northern Pintails and Red-winged
Blackbirds with numbers in the thousands. We found hundreds of Brown-headed
Cowbirds, White Ibis, Killdeer, Long-billed Dowitcher and Starlings. Our most
unusual bird species of the day was a White-tailed Hawk we spotted flying in with
a kettle of Vultures.
The count compiler reports that the count over all found 143 species and counted

63,038 total birds. Both numbers were below the 5 year average of 145 species
and 66,631 individuals.
High counts were obtained for several species. The most significant was Ringnecked Duck (1809) more than double the 1989 previous high count of 773.
Considering most ducks and geese are 10% of what they were when the count
started in the late 1970s, this duck high count is totally unexpected. Other high
counts were White-winged Dove (146, previous 98), White Ibis (2928, double the
previous high of 1257), Osprey (3, previous 2), Barred Owl (12, equals previous
high), Couch’s Kingbird (4, previous 3), White-eyed Vireo (9, previous 7), and
Gray Catbird (16, previous 12). Quality birders turned up many low density, hard
to get birds like Common Ground Dove, White-tailed Kite, Ladder-backed
Woodpecker, Ash-throated Flycatcher, Couch’s Kingbird, Sprague’s Pipit, House
Finch, Eastern Towhee, Dark-eyed Junco, Palm Warbler, and Wilson’s Warbler.
It's always interesting to see what species were missed for the count. This year,
we had the following surprising misses: Ruddy Duck, Common Gallinule, Dunlin,
Western Sandpiper, American Woodcock, Ring-billed Gull, Vermilion Flycatcher,
and Bewick’s Wren.
Next year plan to join one or more of the many, many CBCs around Houston,
Texas and the globe! They are scheduled between December 14 and January 5
each year.

HEART Happenings
by Carole Allen

Kemp Ridley Sea Turtle

Over 20 years ago, HEART started "Sea Turtle Saturday" in Galveston at Texas
A&M University. It was a day of speakers, flying small sea turtle balloons and
meeting area sea turtle enthusiasts. In later years, it was held at the National
Marine Fisheries Service facility supported by the Galveston Island Naturalist
Council. This year on Feb. 2, it will be held at Moody Gardens. Tickets are sold
out but we can celebrate the fact that this event has lasted all these years.
Training sessions will begin soon for sea turtle patrols in the Galveston area. If
you know someone who is interested, have them contact Joanie Steinhaus at the
Turtle Island Restoration Office/Gulf of Mexico, 2228 Broadway in Galveston or at
409-795-8426 (Joanie@seaturtles.org)
Joanie is also responsible for the dozens of painted sea turtle sculptures being
installed around Galveston similar to our wonderful painted cows some years
back. Piney Woods/HEART is co-sponsoring a turtle.

Sea Turtle

WHAT'S THAT SMELL? By Cheryl
Conley, TWRC Wildlife Center

My all-time favorite cartoon character is Pepé LePew (pronounced pā-pā luh pū).
For those of you who don’t know who I’m talking about, Pepé is a French skunk
that is in constant pursuit of love but because he doesn’t smell very good, he
often comes up short in the love department. If the ladies could just get past his
smell, they might find he’s not such a bad guy.
It is true that skunks are the primary carriers of rabies in Texas and it is true that
there’s nothing worse than trying to get the odor out when your dog gets sprayed,

but skunks do serve a purpose. They are highly beneficial to farmers, landowners
and gardeners because they are natural pest control agents. They feed on
grasshoppers, grubs, beetles, crickets, mice, rats and moles, and since they are
nocturnal, they feed mostly at night.
Skunks are nocturnal, solitary, mild-mannered creatures. As is the case with
most wild animals, they just want to be left alone. Skunks spray other animals or
humans when they feel threatened and only as a last resort. They will give some
warning signals, however, before spraying. It will lower its head, arch its back,
and lift its tail, except for the tip, which hangs limp. If the enemy doesn't get the
message, the skunk stomps its front feet and then lifts the tip of the tail and is
ready to spray. However, if surprised or threatened, the skunk will spray without
warning. Their spray can reach up to 10 feet and in addition to the smell, the
spray is intensely irritating and can cause temporary blindness. And don’t think
you can’t get sprayed unless the rear end is facing you. Skunks can shoot to the
right, left, front and back without turning around. If you happen to come across a
skunk, the best advice is to stand completely still. Once the animals realizes you
are no threat, it will go about its business and you can quietly move away.
Just like raccoons, squirrels and opossums, you may find that skunks have
taken up residence in your garage, in crawl spaces, under houses, porches or
decks. If you find one between April and September, chances are very high that
you have found a mother with babies. So what are your options? The best one is
to do nothing at all and wait until fall. By then, the babies will have left and Mom
has moved on. After September, find the access point and block it. If you’d rather
not wait until fall, here are some options to encourage her to move out. Skunks
like to give birth in dark, quiet places so let’s make the area light and noisy! Place
a bright light and a radio tuned to talk radio near her entrance point. You can also
soak some rags in ammonia or apple cider vinegar, put them in a plastic bag that
you have poked holes in and hang the bag near the entrance. Now, be patient. It’ll
take a few days for her to move out with her babies but she will move.
Please remember that we, as humans, cause far more problems for our wild
neighbors than they cause us. We urge you to learn to live in harmony with
wildlife and use humane solutions when conflict arises. TWRC Wildlife Center is
here to help you solve your wildlife issues. Give us a call or check our website:
713-468-TWRC or Be sure to follow us on Facebook, too!
Oh, and by the way, should your dog get sprayed by a skunk, here’s an option for
you:
1. Combine
1/2

quart
hydrogen
peroxide,
1/8
cup
of
baking
soda,
and
1
teaspoon
liquid
dishwashing
soap
in
an
open
container.
2. Run
some
warm
water
in
your
tub
and
put
the
dog
in
it.
3. Apply
the
solution
liberally
throughout
your
dog’s
coat
and
suds
him
up
well
(to
the

skin).
Avoid
getting
any
solution
in
his
eyes.
4. Rinse
your
dog
well,
drain
the
tub,
and
rinse
well
again.
5. Follow
up
with
a
pHbalanced
shampoo
and
conditioner
for
dogs.
Rinse
well
to
remove
all
residue.
FYI – Tomato juice DOES NOT work!
Cheryl Conley President TWRC Wildlife Center
10801 Hammerly Blvd., Suite 200
Houston, TX 77043
www.twrcwildlifecenter.org

Skunk - photo from TWRC Wildlife Center
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Photos by Paul Gregg
Cattail Marsh - Jan. 6, 2019 - Set 1
Carol and I went to Cattail Marsh (For more info, go here:
http://www.beaumontcvb.com/listing/cattail-marsh-scenic-wetlands-%26boardwalk/7/) on the 6th of January and just as we were walking on the
boardwalk, we met up with Harlan Stewart who visits the marsh on a very regular
basis. His knowledge of the birds there as well as the trails around the ponds and
narrative of what times of the year will yield different arrivals is wonderful. He
graciously allowed us to walk with him, not only on the boardwalk, but to the north
section where we enjoyed viewing the wintering masses of birds.
We were taken with the beauty of the Green-winged Teals, and I guess I have
maybe 60 photos of them. Choosing which to share was a bit of a challenge. The
Northern Shoveler is another beautiful bird and gave us good views. The
Cinnamon Teals were a bit far off, but I was able to get a couple photos of one
spreading its wings. There were a number of Blue-winged Teals present not far
off the boardwalk and one made a striking photo. The Northern Pintails were at
the northern pond, were pretty far off, and I had to heavily crop the photo to get at
least an ID photo of them. Of course, I just had to include one of my famous "butt
shots" of Northern Shovelers foraging.
Enjoy!
Paul

Northern Shoveler - by Paul Gregg

Blue-winged Teal - by Paul Gregg

Cinnamon Teal - by Paul Gregg

Green-winged Teal and Shoveler - by Paul Gregg

Green-winged Teal - by Paul Gregg

Green-winged Teal - by Paul Gregg

Green-winged Teal female - by Paul Gregg

Northern Pintail - by Paul Gregg

Northern Shoveler - by Paul Gregg

Cattail Marsh - Jan. 6, 2019 Set 2
We saw many other birds on the walk, some too far away to photograph, and
some just not in the right light, such as the Least Grebe photo, attached. It
seemed the closer birds to photograph were the ones just off the boardwalk, such
as the Snowy Egret, Tri-colored Heron, Pied-billed Grebe, and Little Blue Heron.
For the most part, it seems they don’t pay much attention to people who are
walking on the boardwalk. Harlan Stewart sometimes likes to whistle a tune and
he thinks the birds are less wary when he whistles. I can only wonder if some
heron hears a non-bird whistled song that it thinks, “those humans have a funny
call.” The Red-tailed Hawk was a LONG way off and the photo is heavily

cropped. In addition, I increased the exposure compensation to +3, and used the
“dehaze” slider in Lightroom CC just a little to give a resulting halfway decent
photo, though it is small. There were a number of sparrows seen along the trail
and the Savannah Sparrow showed itself a couple times. Yellow-rumped
Warblers were present (aren’t they everywhere, this time of year?) and we looked
for pine warblers along the trail, but they evaded us. The Blue and Green Winged
Teal were coming in for a landing on the water. We saw maybe a few thousand
birds on the north pond. Wow! What a day!

Little Blue Heron - by Paul Gregg

Pied-Billed Grebe - by Paul Gregg

Red-tailed Hawk - by Paul Gregg

Savannah Sparrow - by Paul Gregg

Snowy Egret - by Paul Gregg

Teal (Blue and Green winged - by Paul Gregg

Tri-colored Heron - by Paul Gregg

Tri colored Heron - by Paul Gregg

Tri colored Heron - by Paul Gregg

Least Grebe - by Paul Gregg

American Alligator - Cattail Marsh - by Paul Gregg

American Alligator close-up - by Paul Gregg

American Alligator - Cattail Marsh - by Paul Gregg

Most of us know the song and how it continues. But at Cattail Marsh there's
no crocodiles, but there are a number of good sized alligators. One big guy is
between 12 and 14 feet long and is a BIG beast.The others are junior to the big
one. When we were there we also saw some "yearlings" about 2 to 3 feet
long.They were all in one area and we counted about 13 to 15 youngsters. If you
go to Cattail Marsh, we recommend giving a wide berth if the big guy is on the
bank!
Enjoy,
Paul Gregg, SMSGT, USAF (Ret.)
(H) 281.441.9083; (Cell) 281.536.2304

Gen. 1:20: And God said, Let the waters bring forth abundantly the moving
creature that hath life, and fowl that may fly above the earth in the open firmament
of heaven.

Photo by Martin Reid

Seminole Bat - (Lasiurus Seminolus) by Martin Reid

January 27 2019·
We did some county birding today, breaking the 100 mark in both Colorado and
Fayette counties.Nothing unusual, but seeing a couple of Red-breasted
Nuthatches and a Brown Creeper were nice.
The Bird of the Day was this bat, watched feeding over a small pasture in
scattered trees near Fayette Lake around 3 pm. It was warm and almost
windless, which probably lead to this individual stirring and taking advantage of
the food supply while it was warm enough for insects to be flying.
It stayed between us and the sun, making photography challenging, but the result
is rather like an X-ray view!

Photos by Sandy Crystal Vaughn

This is Alex, a male Black-chinned Hummingbird. This is his fourth year to
winter in the backyard! How do I know it is him? He chooses the same
spots in the branches to perch as he has in the past! Clear Lake City
(Houston) - by Sandy Crystal Vaughn

This is Alex, a male Black-chinned Hummingbird, with an early morning
glowing gorget! Backyard Clear Lake City (Houston) - by Sandy Crystal
Vaughn

This is Alex, a male Black-chinned Hummingbird, hovering! Backyard
Clear Lake City (Houston) - by Sandy Crystal Vaughn

The new fountail has been approved by the American Goldfinches!
Backyard Clear Lake City (Houston) - by Sandy Crystal Vaughn

I can wait my turn on this here finial until there is an available opening to
chow down! The view on top of this pole is great! American Goldfinch.
Clear Lake City (Houston) - by Sandy Crystal Vaughn

My first American Goldfinch rescue! Found this poor little guy upside down
on the ground. I think he hit a window. Uprighted him, gave him some
water from a syringe along with a little tender loving care, and he was back
to flying to join the gang after twenty minutes! A real treat to see one of
these cutie pies up close. Backyard Clear Lake City (Houston) - by Sandy
Crystal Vaughn

Only Pine Siskin seen so far this season. Backyard Clear Lake City
(Houston) - by Sandy Crystal Vaughn

Joining the American Goldfinches at the tube feeders, a surprise! Male
House Finch. Backyard Clear Lake City (Houston) - by Sandy Crystal
Vaughn

Male Downy Woodpecker at suet. Looks like he has a heart on the back
of his head! Backyard Clear Lake City (Houston) - by Sandy Crystal

Vaughn

Until Next Time,
Sandy Crystal Vaughn
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Please join us!
PWWS web site is www.pineywoodswildlifesociety.org
PWWS Facebook site is at https://www.facebook.com/Piney-Woods-WildlifeSociety-125891867423250/

The Pine Warbler is published monthly, September through May, by the Piney
Woods Wildlife Society, Inc.
For membership information write to us at P.O. Box 189, Spring, Texas 773830189. Annual Dues :$15.00 per household.
Please submit any articles you'd like considered for the PWWS Newsletter. The
Pine Warbler, to our President, Kathy Coward, justforthebirds@sbcglobal.net or
Diane Wedgeworth, Editor, milanodi@yahoo.com
Please send all new address changes and any corrections to
cdmoore3@gmail.com (Claire Moore) and add PWWS to the subject line. Thank
you.
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