APRIL 2018
"A Trip to and in the Guadalupe Mountains, NOT the
River!"
By Paul Gregg
On Wednesday, April 18th, come to the PWWS monthly meeting where Paul
Gregg will present a program entitled “A Trip to and in the Guadalupe Mountains,
NOT the River!”. The program will begin at 7 p.m. Come at 6:30 p.m. for snacks
and social time.
Paul and Carol Gregg have gone to the Guadalupe Mountains National Park more
than a dozen times over the last couple decades. Paul will take us on a
photographic journey through the years of visiting the park as well as their recent
vacation there back in November. There will be a section of the presentation on
birds of the Guadalupe MNP.
Paul Gregg is an avid, advanced amateur photographer. He presented free
photography classes at Lone Star College (New Caney and Kingwood). He has
made presentations to 6 of the photography/camera clubs in the area.
Paul loves nature photography and enjoys spending time at various locations
during the spring migration as well as looking for subjects in his own back yard.
He also loves travel and landscape photography and has a number of
presentations on various subjects dear to his heart.
He is retired from the U. S. Air Force, as well as from working at Harris Co. Adult
Probation.

Photos by Paul Gregg

El Capitan with Guadalupe Peak in the background, GMNP.

Pyrrhuloxia atop the roof at Carlsbad, NM welcome center.

Carol Gregg at the top of Hunter Peak, GMNP.

Fall colors on the trail, near McKittrick Canyon, GMNP.

Great Egrets

March 22, 2018 was a perfect day to photograph at the rookery at Smith Oaks,
High Island, TX. Carol and I met a couple photographer friends and we had a
great time photographing the inhabitants of the rookery. There is a cacophony of
noise there as the Great Egrets, Roseate Spoonbills, Snowy Egrets, and other
birds are following their spring rituals of pairing off, courting, building nests,
mating, laying eggs, and raising their young to fledging. There is also a great
variety of behaviors going on and us photographers (with a few birders among us,
HA!) tried to give our attention to all we saw. Carol and I took over 675 photos
combined over a few hours of going from one viewing stand to another. I even did
a very interesting panorama of the rookery island, that if printed out in its whole, it
would be 95 inches wide and about 9 inches tall. The .tif alone is 1.29GB in size! I
may send it out in a smaller jpg in a day or two.
Other birds besides the great egrets and roseate spoonbills were Snowy Egrets,
Tricolored Herons, and some Neotropic Cormorants. A few Common Moorhens
(now called Common Gallinule, I think) were on the island. We had one Pied-billed
Grebe down in the water in front of us. Also evident on the bank, near the water
were some very sizeable American Alligators. I'll give it a couple days and send
some photos out of these I've mentioned.
Paul Gregg, SMSgt., USAF, (Ret.)
P. O. Box 4020, Humble, TX 77347
H: 281.441.9083 Cell: 281.536.2304
The heavens declare the glory of God; and the firmament sheweth his
handywork. (Psalm 19:1)
"Be like the bird who, pausing in her flight awhile on boughs too slight, feels them
give way beneath her, and yet sings, knowing she hath wings." - Victor Hugo
Can you tell I'm excited about spring migration?

Roseate Spoonbills

The roseates gave us photographers a show of fly-bys and other behaviors such
as perching, bathing, foraging, fighting, possible mating rituals, etc. I had never (to
my memory) seen a roseate spoonbill take a bath. When one started bathing at
water's edge I was transfixed on it. I even took some short video of it and another
one bathing. I'll work on the videos in the next few days and post them either on
my Facebook or let you know where to look for them on YouTube. My Facebook
page has more photographs than the ones included here. On Facebook, my page
is: Paul Gregg Jr.
A couple more e-mails will follow in a few days. I promise not to overload you, but
at this time of year, I might send maybe 3 or 4 per week until the migration is
over.
Paul Gregg, SMSgt., USAF, (Ret.)
P. O. Box 4020, Humble, TX 77347
H: 281.441.9083 Cell: 281.536.2304
The heavens declare the glory of God; and the firmament sheweth his
handywork. (Psalm 19:1)
"Be like the bird who, pausing in her flight awhile on boughs too slight, feels them
give way beneath her, and yet sings, knowing she hath wings." - Victor Hugo

Black and White Warbler

Excited Greetings!
Yesterday (Wed., Mar. 14) it was just too nice to do anything else than to get out

and visit a few birding locations on the coast. I went to Lafitte's Cove, Dos Vacas
Muertas, Quintana, and 8 Mile road on Galveston.
My first stop was along Stewart Road where I found a Mississippi Kite and a Redtailed hawk. I took a couple poor shots of the hawk (too zoomed in when he flew).
The Mississippi Kite was perched on a phone line and then flew to a bush, landed,
and then took off. I got a few fairly decent photos of it, but need to continue
practicing my BIF (birds in flight) photography.
Lafitte's Cove was pretty much deserted, but the Black and White Warblers were
present, as well as the Black-throated Green Warbler that put on a show. I heard
other warblers had been seen and other birds heard, but there weren't a lot of
arrivals. They hadn't turned the water drips on yet. I did get some good shots of a
Cooper's Hawk that was very vocal, calling out to a mate, maybe. Later in the
afternoon I returned to Lafitte's Cove, but it was still very slow. I took some
photos of a pair of giant swallowtail butterflies mating and heard a hummingbird,
but that was about it.
Dos Vacas Muertas was also not very active. I sat and observed the water drip
for quite a while and a White-eyed Vireo showed up long enough for a couple
quick photos.
I thought Quintana might have more arrivals since it is farther down the coast, so
I headed there and found Yellow-rumped Warblers were there in pretty high
numbers. Then two of my favorites showed up and were active. The Northern
Parula posed a number of times and the Hooded Warbler and I played games of
hide and seek up and down the pathway. I saw a male Ruby-throated
Hummingbird, and took a couple photos of a sparrow I haven't identified yet.
Other birds were heard, not identified, and not photographed, but it was busier
than I expected.
I'm beside myself with excitement for this spring's migration and hope to get out
as much as weather conditions and other activities will allow!
Paul Gregg, SMSgt., USAF, (Ret.)
P. O. Box 4020, Humble, TX 77347
H: 281.441.9083 Cell: 281.536.2304
The heavens declare the glory of God; and the firmament sheweth his
handywork. (Psalm 19:1)

"Be like the bird who, pausing in her flight awhile on boughs too slight, feels them
give way beneath her, and yet sings, knowing she hath wings." - Victor Hugo
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Blue gray Gnatcatcher

Coopers Hawk

Can you tell I'm excited about spring migration?
In my previous e-mail I mentioned all of the included photos except for the BlueGray Gnatcatcher. They are so "flitty" sometimes they are hard to photograph.
But this one showed up a couple times and I think it may be the best photo of the
day, maybe with the exception of the Hooded Warbler.
When I mentioned "early arrivals", I mean that it seems on the upper Texas coast
that the main migration is from the last of March through the first week or so of
May, with the week April 20th falls on supposedly being the height of the
migration. In the Stokes "Field Guide to Warblers" the Hooded Warbler is listed on
pages 54 and 55. There is a map with lines of average dates they are coming
through and moving north. The map shows it coming around the 1st of April!
Being here at Quintana on March 14 makes it an "early" arrival for me. To the
contrary, the Northern Parula (same book, pages 90 and 91 shows the Parula
arriving in the area on March 10. So it is right on time! (If you have a favorite
warbler, get the book and look at the maps and lines for the dates your favorite
might show up.)
Let's enjoy the spring migration and realize the birds might be on a different
schedule and may be a little "early" or a little "late", but I believe they don't go by a
calendar, but by their inner inclination that tells them when to come back north.
They appear to have an inner direction, a sort of nature and nature's God that
moves them to action.
Paul Gregg, SMSgt., USAF, (Ret.)
P. O. Box 4020, Humble, TX 77347
H: 281.441.9083 Cell: 281.536.2304

The heavens declare the glory of God; and the firmament sheweth his
handywork. (Psalm 19:1)
"Be like the bird who, pausing in her flight awhile on boughs too slight, feels them
give way beneath her, and yet sings, knowing she hath wings." - Victor Hugo
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Kemp's Ridley Sea Turtle - photo credit The National Wildlife

HEART (Help Endangered Animals-Ridley Turtles)
News

by Carole Allen
The first of April was a big day! Not only was it Easter and April Fool’s Day, but
300 trained volunteers began patrolling the beaches of the Texas coast for signs
of the endangered Kemp’s ridley sea turtles!
The Texas state sea turtle, the Kemp’s ridley, nests on Texas beaches from April
through mid-July. This species of turtle is the smallest and most critically
endangered sea turtle. Unlike other sea turtles, the Kemp’s ridley typically nest
during the day and will lay about 100 eggs in each nest.During the 2017 nesting
season, 353 nests were found along the Texas coast.
Everyone has the opportunity to contribute to the conservation of this endangered
sea turtle simply by looking for signs of nesting females. If you are fortunate, you
may see a female emerging from the Gulf and crawling ashore to lay her eggs in
the base of the dune. Immediately call 1-866-TURTLE-5 to report the turtle and a
biologist will respond to your call. Please do not disturb the turtle in any way, but
protect her by keeping people, dogs and vehicles a safe distance from her. Until a
biologist arrives, please take photos of the turtle, the nesting activity, and the
crawl. Do not attempt to hold the female on the beach.
The second sign you may look for are her tracks in the sand. The turtle’s crawl
pattern looks like alternating comma shaped claw marks with a smooth belly drag
in the center and possibly a tail mark. You may discover two sets of tracks, one
incoming and one outgoing. If you are lucky to discover the tracks please, call 1866-TURTLE-5 to report your finding. And we will print it in our PWWS newsletter!
Turtles About Town in Galveston: San Marcos has mermaids, Seabrook has
pelicans, but soon Galveston will have statues of the State Sea Turtle, the
Kemp’s Ridley. “Turtles About Town” is a public art project that features sea turtle
sculptures throughout the city, each with a different theme. Turtle Island
Restoration Network has partnered with Clay Cup Studios, a local interactive art
studio, to bring the project to Galveston Island.
The first “Turtle About Town” is named “The Protector” and was unveiled outside
Galveston’s City Hall near Fire Station 1 on March 28.. The turtle is a tribute to the
protection that both the Galveston Police Department and the Galveston Fire
Department provide the city. Look for the new turtles when you visit Galveston
Island.

SQUIRRELS By Cheryl Conley,

TWRC Wildlife Center

Opposum with babies - TWRC Wildlife Center photo credit

TOTALLY AWESOME!
By Cheryl Conley, TWRC Wildlife Center
So, what am I referring to? I’m referring to the totally awesome oppossum! Now
some of you will disagree with me but let me tell you about the opossum and then
see if you agree with me.
The first thing you should know is that the opossum is a hero in the fight against
ticks. According to the National Wildlife Federation, an opossum can eat up to
4,000 ticks in one week helping to slow down the spread of Lyme disease. In
addition to ticks, they eat cockroaches, rats, mice, snails and slugs—actually,
they eat almost anything, keeping our environment free of all the nasty things we
don’t like. Snakes? Yep. Opossums are immune to the venom of poisonous
snakes.
Is rabies a concern of yours? Not to worry. Although any mammal can be a
carrier of rabies, the chance of opossums being a carrier are very rare. The body
temperature of the opossum is very low making it almost impossible for the virus
to survive.
Dinosaurs roamed our earth 70 million years ago. Guess who roamed it with
them? Opossums.Any animal that can survive for that long deserves my respect.
“Playing ‘possum” is a real thing but opossums don’t have any control over it.
When frightened, some become paralyzed with fear. They drop, their lips draw
back exposing their teeth and their anal glands secrete a bad smelling liquid
which deters predators. They will recover in one to four hours. Some scientists
believe that “playing ‘possum” evolved as a defense mechanism because

opossums move so slowly and can’t outrun predators.
The opossum is the only marsupial in North America. Females can give birth to
up to 25 babies after a short gestation period of 11 to 13 days. The babies are so
small that 20 of them could fit into a teaspoon. The babies make their way to
mama’s pouch where only 13 teats are available. Obviously, not all the babies
survive for this reason. The lucky ones latch onto the teat and stay attached for
up to 3 months. They climb out and cling to their mother’s back for up to 2 weeks
when they “fall” off. They are then on their own.
The opossum has 50 teeth—more than any other North American land mammal.
The hairless tail is used for balance, grasping branches and carrying nesting
materials but is not used to hang upside down. This is a common misconception.
They also have opposable thumbs on their hind feet used for holding onto
branches.
Are you now convinced that opossums are totally awesome? Even if you’re not,
we encourage you to “live and let live.” They serve a purpose and deserve a
place in our world.
If you find a dead opossum with babies in the pouch, please don’t remove them.
Although difficult, we ask that you place the expired mom in a box and bring her to
us. We will carefully remove the babies and care for them until they can be safely
released back to the wild.
TWRC Wildlife Center can help you with all of your wildlife concerns. Answers to
many of your questions can be found on our website at
www.twrcwildlifecenter.org. If you can’t find the information you need, please call
us at 713-468-TWRC.

Houston Audubon Credit

Houston Audubon Bird Surveys
By Claire Moore
Houston Audubon sponsors many monthly bird surveys all around the Houston
and surrounding area. These birding field trips are open to all interested birders,
no matter what level of experience they have. These surveys usually last 2 or 3
hours and provide an interesting way to become familiar with our local bird
populations around Houston. Visit this Houston Audubon web site to find out
which you might enjoy joining: https://houstonaudubon.org/birding/bird-surveys/
A new bird survey has just started in northwest Harris County. This newest bird
survey takes place at the recently opened Kickerillo-Mischer Preserve located
near Tomball Parkway (Highway 249) and Louetta Road. All birders are
welcomed to this survey which is scheduled each month on the third Thursday of
the month. Meet up at 20215 Chasewood Park Drive, Houston, TX 77070 near
the restrooms at 8 a.m. and join Mary Anne Weber, Skip Almoney or Geoff
Newton to see what birds are at the preserve. Go to this web site to confirm the
details: https://houstonaudubon.org/birding/bird-surveys/kickerillo.html
Houston Audubon currently has ten monthly “Urban Surveys”. Six of them are
inside the 610 Loop. Two are east of Houston in Baytown and at Armand Bayou.
One is west of town at Archbishop Fiorenza Park. The last, mentioned above, is
in Northwest Harris County at Kickerillo-Mischer Preserve.

Camp Allen Birds & Blooms May 1820, 2018

Note from Mary Anne Webber
It is an awesome weekend of birding, food, workshops, etc… (emphasis on the
great food and birds). It sells out fast because there is only room for about 50
folks.
Mary Anne Weber
Education Director
Houston Audubon
Sims Bayou Urban Nature Center
3997 River Drive, Houston TX 77017
713.640.2407
www.houstonaudubon.org
TO REGISTER OR LEARN MORE CALL
936. 825. 7175 OR VISIT CAMP ALLEN.ORG

Tanager Blue-winged mountain bird

From: Wayne Easley easley57@yahoo.com
: THE QUEST FOR BIRDS AND PHOTOS IN COLUMBIA-PART 4/THE
MOUNTAIN TANAGERS!
The Mountain Tanagers of Columbia are a subset of somewhat larger tanagers
that are found in the Andes Mountains. Most of them range from Colombia and
Venezuela in the North of South America to Peru and Bolivia in the South. Like
many other tanagers, Mountain Tanagers are very colorful. Often found in mixed
flocks with other birds, some Mountain Tanagers are seldom ever found alone.
Recent research has shown that tanagers, in particular, probably can see colors
that the human eye can not detect (UV Wave lengths). One group of biologists
have done a study on the correlation between the brilliant colors of tanagers and
whether the same birds can match their colors with their songs. In other words,
"Can a gaudy plumaged bird sing as nice as he looks? Some of the results show
that a bird can indeed be beautiful and that does not cause it to sacrifice any
quality of song. Having said that, the tanagers are not noted for their songs. One
reason is we probably can not hear what they are singing.
The Scarlet-bellied Mountain Tanager is one bird that will catch your attention.
The bird is black with a bright blue rump. a good bit of red on the belly and breast
There is a large ear patch just behind the eye which is also red. This very
attractive bird is wide-ranging and abundant in the high Andes often reaching to
the paramo (highest elevations of windswept stunted vegetation) itself. The bird
derives its name from the Latin which means "fire-bellied." Like many of the other
Mountain Tanagers, the birds feed mainly on berries and fruits but will take
insects as well.
Another one of the Mountain Tanagers is the Lachrymose (sometimes spelled
Lacrimose). This bird can be found as high as 4,000 meters (around 12,000 feet)

and ranges from NW Venezuela to Peru. It is slaty-blue above and a sorta of
mustard yellowish orange color below. A couple of yellow-orange eye patches
make it an easy bird to identify. The name derives from those two eye patches
giving it the name of the weeping or crying bird. The song is a high-pitched seeek!
Another treat to the eyes is the fairly common Blue-winged Mountain Tanager.
The bird is a combination of brilliant cobalt blue, yellow and black. It is a very
photogenic bird. Generally found in groups of 3-10 birds, it often hangs out with
other Andean species. In many places, it is the most common of all the mountain
tanagers. Whether you have a Canon or a Nikon, you will want to take many
photos of this attractive bird. It is crying out, "Take my picture home with you!"
Another mountain tanager I have wanted to photograph for a long time is the
unique Grass-Green Mountain Tanager. Yes, I have seen the bird many times on
our travels in Ecuador but to this day, I have yet to get a good picture. And the
Colombia trip was more of the same! As we piled out of the bus to make a short
hike to some feeders, everyone grabbed an umbrella as it was raining pretty
heavyly. Like every body else, I got my umbrella and decided against taking my
tripod and the Canon 500 mm lens. "Too heavy and too much rain!" was my
thinking. Guess what?; a couple of hundred yards up the mountain, the rains
eased off and the birds became active. Right in the middle of a mixed flock of
tanagers was a beautiful Grass-Green Mountain Tanager. And he was feeling his
cheerios! Most everyone was taking pictures like crazy and I was mentally
kicking myself, "You know you need shots of the Grass-Green and here is your
opportunity???." You may notice in the picture gallery, that my daughter-in-law
(trip leader) was the one who took the Grass-Green picture. Thank you Magda!
My tripod and big lens were resting peacefully in the bus. "Will I ever learn?" I
don't know? The Grass-Green is an unmistakable robust bird with mainly a grass
green coloration sporting an orange bill with legs and face chestnut colored. It was
one of my most wanted birds to photograph on the trip and I blew it "BIG TIME!"
That bird for me, on film, would have been in my top ten birds for the trip to
Colombia. Maybe next time?
Looking back on our recent trip to Colombia, I would have to say that the tanagers
and especially the Mountain Tanagers added a lot to our trip. Hats off to the
Mountain Tanagers of the High Andes! I will be back some time soon. And that
one bird better be waiting!
Wayne Easley/written on Mar. 11, 2018 at Rancho Naturalista in Costa Rica
Pictures: 1-Scarlet-bellied Mountain Tanager, 2-Lacrimose Mountain Tanager, 34-Blue-winged Mountain Tanagers, 5-Grass-Green Mountain Tanager, courtesy
of Rosa Magdalena Sanchez Easley.

Materials used in this report: Blue-winged Mountain Tanager-Neo-tropical birdsCornell University, Blue-winged Mountain Tanager-Birding for Life-Word Press,
Blue-winged Mountain Tanager-Peru Aves, The Ten Most Amazing Looking and
Sounding Tanagers by Hue Powell, Scarlet-bellied Mountain Tanager-Neotropical birds-Cornell University, Scarlet-bellied Mountain Tanager-Peru Aves,
Lacrimose Mountain Tanager-Neo-tropical birds-Cornell University, Mountain
Tanagers-Photo Gallery by Roger Ahlman, personal studies and photographs.

Tanager, blue-winged mountain on Columbia trip in February of 2018.

Mountain tanager, scarlet-bellied at termales, del ruiz, Columbia, February of 2018.

Grass Green Tanager

Mountain tanager, lacrimose at termales, del ruiz, Columbia February 2018 trip.

Big Stone Lodge - Dennis Johnston Park
709 Riley Fuzzel Road
PWWS meetings are held at the Big Stone Lodge at the new Dennis Johnston
County Park at 709 Riley Fuzzel Road.
The directions to get there are much the same as to the Nature Center. AldineWestfield turns into Riley Fuzzel Road just northeast of Spring so there are
several ways to get there.
1. Take
the
Rayford/Sawdust
exit
and
go
East
(right)
on
Rayford
Rd.
It
dead
ends
at
Riley
Fuzzel,
then
turn
South
(right)
and
drive
to
the
Dennis
Johnston

Park
past
Spring
Creek
and
on
the
right;
or,
2. take
SpringCypress
east
to
Aldine
Westfield
through
Old
Town
Spring,
turn
left
and
then
on
to
Riley
Fuzzel
for
a
short
distance
and
turn
left;
or,
3. Take
Aldine
Westfield
north
from
Mercer
Arboretum
until
it
turns

into
Riley
Fuzzel.
Turn
right
and
watch
for
the
Dennis
Johnston
Park
on
the
left.

2018 Board of Directors
President, Kathy Coward
First VP, Diane Wedgeworth
Second VP, Claire Moore
Third VP, Carlos Hernandez
Secretary, Carole Barr
Treasurer, Jim Lacey
Director, Farrar Stockton

Director, Debbie Wilson
Director, Maryanne DiBiase
Carole Allen, HEART Committee Chair
Please join us!
PWWS web site is www.pineywoodswildlifesociety.org
PWWS Facebook site is at https://www.facebook.com/Piney-Woods-WildlifeSociety-125891867423250/

The Pine Warbler is published monthly, September through May, by the Piney
Woods Wildlife Society, Inc.
For membership information write to us at P.O. Box 189, Spring, Texas 773830189. Annual Dues :$15.00 per household.
Please submit any articles you'd like considered for the PWWS Newsletter. The
Pine Warbler, to Kathy Coward, justforthebirds@sbcglobal.net
Please send all new address changes and any corrections to
cdmoore3@gmail.com (Claire Moore) and add PWWS to the subject line. Thank
you.
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