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First Fall Meeting is October 21st

Big Stone Lodge
Dennis Johnston Park
709 Riley Fuzzel Road

Notes:

Social 6:30pm, Program 7:00pm

Next page

The first annual Mike Drummond Memorial
Scholarship has been awarded to Caleb Will-
iams.  This $350 scholarship is the first of three
annual scholarships to deserving college-bound
college senior high school students from money
donated to PWWS in honor the  memory of
Mike Drummond, long time PWWS board mem-
ber and active bird watcher.  We were contacted
in mid-September by Dallas Christian College
letting us know that Caleb has enrolled there
for the fall term.  PWWS will be sending his
scholarship award to the college to pay toward
his fall tuition.  Congratulations to Caleb and
thanks again to the PWWS members who do-
nated money in Mike’s memory.  His wife, Jean,
approved of the use of the donations and helped
choose Caleb as the recipient.

Our program on October 21 will be
Using Your Iphone as a Birding Tool!

Naturalist Kendra Kocab of the
Kleb Woods Nature Preserve  will
show us  how to use our Iphones in
a fascinating way so be sure to bring
yours to the meeting.  Or borrow
one.  Or just enjoy the program with

bird photos.   Kendra hopes to complete her goal of 1,000 bird species this
year with many of them at Kleb Woods, a beautiful sanctuary for birds and
wildlife in northwest Harris County.   Don’t forget your Iphone for this fascinat-
ing meeting.

Mike Drummond
Memorial Scholarship

Claire Moore has volunteered to take over as
coordinator and bird count compiler, duties Al
Barr has performed for many years.  He will be

Breaking News!

Thanks to Al for a great September
program!
Al’s presentation about dragonflies and dam-
selflies was super interesting.  He gave lots of
tips and advice on photographing them.  If you
like to hunt them down in swamps, bayous,
ditches and ponds, give him a call for direc-
tions!  Put Naturefest on your calendar now!

At the September PWWS board meeting at
Kathy Coward’s home, the members voted to
participate in the annual Naturefest which is the
first Saturday in March at Jones Park.  We have
participated for a number of years, but since Al
works at the Park, we will need people to re-
place him (if that is possible.)  We’ll have more
details later as the date gets closer.   For more
information about the park or any of the other
activities and programs offered, please call 281-
446-8588 or visit the Jones Park website at
www.hcp4.net/jones <http://www.hcp4.net/
jones> .
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Heart Happenings

At last the Sea Turtle Action Center is opening in
Galveston.  It is located in the old Sears Building on
Broadway which has been refurbished by the Galveston
Historical Foundation. An Open House was held on
September 13 although the office is not quite finished.
Terry and Deborah Wilson represented PWWS and
Terry took photographs.    There are no set hours yet
but future volunteers will soon be present a few days
a week. The Associate Director of the Gulf Office of
Turtle Island Restoration Network (which includes
HEART) is Joanie Steinhaus.

The office is on the south side of the GHF Building at
2228 Broadway  and the phone number is 409-795-
8426.

Matt Makes a Move!
Many of you know Matt Abernathy who was a board
member and employee at Jones Park and will be in-
terested in knowing where he is. Matt recently ac-
cepted a position with the Houston Parks and Recre-
ation Natural Resources Management Division.   A big
part of his job will be conducting baseline surveys on
habitat type, plants and animals.  Matt said “I am hop-
ing that some folks from PWWS might be interested
in assisting me with some of these surveys through
the fall and winter.  If so, send an e-mail to
matthew.abernathy@houstontx.gov.”

Photo by Terry Wilson

It’s Bird Count Time Again!
by  Claire Moore

from page 1

Audubon Christmas Bird Counts (CBCs) happen each year between
December 14 and January 5.  The Spring Creek CBC for this year spon-
sored by PWWS is scheduled for Saturday, December 20th.  As al-
ways, it will cover a 15 mile diameter circle centered at I45 and Rayford
/ Sawdust Road.  Several teams of bird watchers will go out that day to
count all the birds that they can find.

We are also seeking “feeder watchers” who live in the count circle and
are available on the 20th to watch their bird feeders and send in informa-
tion on the birds that they see at their feeders.  Any amount of time
watching your feeders would be helpful to the CBC.

helping out as always but Claire will be learning the
ropes.  As always, finding leaders for each area is
tricky so if you can help lead, count birds or watch
feeders, let her know at cdmoore3i@gmail.com.
Everyone is invited to end the day at Ell Palenque
Mexican Restaurant at 1485 Spring Cypress Road near
Splashtown to go over results and share stories and
sightings.  We welcome Claire and thank Al!

At the September PWWS board meeting at Kathy
Coward’s home, the members voted to participate in
the annual Naturefest which is the first Saturday in
March at Jones Park.  We have participated for a num-
ber of years, but since Al works at the Park, we will
need people to replace him (if that is possible.)  We’ll
have more details later as the date gets closer.   For
more information about the park or any of the other
activities and programs offered, please call 281-446-
8588 or visit the Jones Park website at www.hcp4.net/
jones <http://www.hcp4.net/jones>

Put Naturefest on your calendar now!
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East Texas Nature
A Scavenger Game

by Diane Cabiness, Texas Master Naturalist

“Just imagine becoming the way you used
to be as a very young child, before you
understood the meaning of any word, before
opinions took over your mind.  The real you
is loving, joyful, and free.  The real you is just
like a flower, just like the wind, just like the
ocean, just like the sun.” - Miguel Angel Ruiz

One of the early nature articles I wrote for the Pine Warbler was about
engaging kids in the out of doors through games.  We all know I-Pad and
computer games have quite a hold on the children of today.  It is healthier
to spend time out of doors playing than just sitting in front of a screen
hypnotized by the characters they are focused on. (I do admit to having
spent many an hour as a kid reading books and mom forcing me to go
outside and play….)

Here is one of my earlier articles slightly revised.

Summer is a magical time—fireflies, children out of school, picking fresh
flowers from your garden to grace the dinner table, Gulf coast toads hop-
ping about and the list goes on and on.   Than our Fall arrives with the
summer heat letting up and most of us truly relishing our time out of doors.

Consider putting together a Savenger list with the kids or grandkids.  I
remember as a child participating in Scavenger Hunts.  I bet you have
memories of this game from your childhood as well.  What fun these games
were to all participants—young and old.

The Scavenger Game I played with Joaquin my Little through BBBS and
now my godson was played finding mostly natural objects.  It gave us a
way to discover one of the local parks in Conroe several years ago.  Scav-
enger lists can help children to think creatively and to look closer at the
natural world that surrounds them.  The following list is adapted from one
used at Glen Helen Outdoor Education Center in Yellow Springs, Ohio.

Scavenger List:
Be sure and collect only things that you can return safely and without

damage unless the item is trash.

1. A feather
2. One seed dispersed by the wind
3. Exactly 10 of something
4. A sweetgum leaf
5. A thorn
6. A bone
7. 3 different kinds of seeds
8. One camouflaged animal or insect
9. Something round
10. Part of a egg
11. Something fuzzy
12. Something sharp
13. A piece of fur
14. 5 pieces of man-made litter*
15. omething perfectly straight
16. Something beautiful
17. Something that is of no use in

nature
18. A leaf that has been chewed by a

wild critter
19. Something that makes a noise
20. Something white
21. Something important in nature
22. A big smile - get your camera and

have a Kodak moment
23. A sun trap - it is anything that cap

tures the sun’s heat such as
rocks, water, plants, animals

*if the litter found is recyclable take it to the local
recycling center

After the game is over and lemonade and cookies
or a picnic lunch has been served, talk about the
different items you found and the fun you had play-
ing an old game that is still young.

“Remember that children, marriages,
and flower gardens reflect the kind of
care they get.” - H. Jackson Brown, Jr.

Please share your nature experiences with me at
dianecabinessplants@consolidated.net.
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President............................................................Kathy Coward
1st Vice President......................................Carole Allen
2nd Vice President...................................Claire Moore
3rd Vice President...........................Carlos Hernandez
Secretary.............................................Carole Frascella
Treasurer.......................................................Jim Lacey
Director.............................................................Terry Wilson
Director ...............................................Judy Springer
Director ...........................................Farrar Stockton
Past President.............................................Al Barr

Heart Hotline.............................................  281 444-6204

2013/14 Board of Directors

Numbers of Interest
 Visit:  http://pineywoodswildlifesociety.org

The Pine Warbler is published monthly, Septem-
ber through May, by The Piney Woods Wildlife So-
ciety, Inc. and Copperhead Publishing.

For membership information write to us at P.O. Box
189, Spring Texas 77383-0189.  Annual Dues:
$15.00 per household.

Publisher:  Copperhead Publishing
Publish1@copperheadfarms.net  or
jdfagm@swbell.net.
P.O. Box 131776, The Woodlands, TX 77393

The deadline for submissions is the 25th of the
previous month, earlier if possible.  Always
add “PWWS” in the subject line.  All emails
will be responded to within 3 days.  If you do
not receive a response please call 832 717-
3276.  All articles are subject to approval by
the PWWS Board.

Please send all new address changes and any
corrections to cdmoore3@gmail.com (Claire
Moore) and add PWWS to the subject line.
Thank you.


