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Adult bald eagle soaring near nest
– photo by Carlos Hernandez

Sea turtle nesting time is here again
on the Gulf Coast. Over 200 people
have volunteered to walk the beaches
of the Upper Texas Coast. Day after
day from April through June, they will
search for tracks of the world’s most
endangered sea turtles, the Kemp’s
ridleys. If they are lucky this spring,
they will see a nesting female or
hatchlings later in the year.
Too many people believe the problems of the Kemp’s ridleys are past
and their population will increase, but
this is far from true. Nothing definite
is known about the long term effects
of millions of gallons of crude oil
which gushed from the Deepwater
Horizon oil spill tragedy in 2010. BP
is beginning to place funds with conservation groups struggling to help
the ridleys recover.
Texas will have more patrols and increased law enforcement and research as a result of the BP settlenext page

Adult bald eagle perching near nest
– photo by Carlos Hernandez

Dr. Gary Clark presenting All About Bald Eagles. This is a fascinating topic especially
since there are several pairs of bald eagles living and nesting in The Woodlands. Dr.
Clark is the founder of PWWS, author of many books, author of the weekly Houston
Chronicle column on Nature, a college professor, lecturer, a world traveler and spouse of
photographer Kathy Adams Clark.
Please join us on Wednesday April 20 at the Big Stone Lodge in Dennis Johnston Park,
709 Riley Fuzzel Road, Spring, TX, for a wonderful evening!

Big Stone Lodge - Dennis Johnston Park
709 Riley Fuzzel Road
PWWS meetings are held at the Big Stone
Lodge at the new Dennis Johnston County
Park at 709 Riley Fuzzel Road.
The directions to get there are much the same
as to the Nature Center. Aldine-Westfield turns into Riley Fuzzel Road just northeast
of Spring so there are several ways to get there.
1. Take the Rayford/Sawdust exit and go East (right) on Rayford Rd. It dead ends at
Riley Fuzzel, then turn South (right) and drive to the Dennis Johnston Park past
Spring Creek and on the right. or, 2. take Spring-Cypress east to Aldine Westfield
through Olde Town Spring, turn left and then on to Riley Fuzzel for a short distance
and turn left; or, 3. Take Aldine Westfield north from Mercer Arboretum until it turns
into Riley Fuzzel. Turn right and watch for the Dennis Johnston Park on the left.

April 20
Social 6:30pm

HEART from page 1
ment. If money would bring the turtle population back to where
it was before the oil spill, we could all relax a little. But, not so.
Over 3000 shrimp fishermen in the Gulf of Mexico are allowed
to use skimmer nets or butterfly nets WITHOUT Turtle Excluder Devices (TEDS) which allow part of the net to be elevated above the water while the net is fishing preventing the
shrimp from escaping over the top. But there is a very dark
loophole to the use of these nets. Thousands of sea turtles are
caught in these nets and many die. Existing for years as a
huge loophole, no TEDS are required to allow sea turtles to
escape; instead there is a futile effort to require shrimp fishermen to look in the nets frequently and not leave them in the
water long enough to harm a turtle struggling to get out. Just
picture that scenario: shrimpers are trusted to check their
watches to make sure a sea turtle is not trapped in their skimmer nets long enough to harm or kill it. Just who is kidding
who (or whom) to think that sea turtles can depend on weary
shrimpers checking their watches. Although sea turtles can
survive some 30 minutes submerged if they are resting but
being dragged in a net with no chance to escape causes stress,
release of oxygen and injury or death.
The National Marine Fisheries Service has been studying this
issue for years and are finally giving us a chance to speak up.
For more information, go to: http://sero.nmfs.noaa.gov/
protected_resources/index.htm <http://sero.nmfs.noaa.gov/
protected_resources/index.html>.

place sometime in the latter half of April and possibly early
May. Bald Eagle viewing will be at a premium during April!
Don’t miss out!
A great place to view this bald eagle nest is from the parking lot
of “The Loft” which is located on Lake Front Circle between
Lake Woodlands Drive and Grogan’s Mill Road. Bring your
binoculars, a chair, an umbrella for shade and a camera and
enjoy watching the bald eagle family.

Pair of bald eagles from their favorite perch
near the nest – photo by Claire Moore

Information is given on several pages. Public hearings about
this issue will be held in Louisiana and Alabama in April. Then,
we will have an opportunity to write letters and/or send e-mails
to demand TEDs on ALL NETS including skimmers!!

Suburban Bald Eagles
By Claire Moore

Adult bald eagle in their favorite perch tree next
to parking garage – photo by Claire Moore

April MNW Horticulture Newsletter
By Kathy Dodge
April brings spring gardeners out and nurseries are fully stocked
with all kinds of plants and products. Here are a few gardening
tasks for the month of April that you might find helpful.

Bald eagle chick about one month
old in nest – photo by Claire Moore
Interestingly, the bald eagles in The Woodlands continue to
nest where they can be easily viewed by the public. Even
though a parking garage was built on Lake Front Circle right
near their nest tree, they returned again this year to raise their
family. Many people in The Woodlands are getting to watch
the family.
The chick was born in mid-February, so fledging should take
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LAWNS: April is the month to begin fertilizing lawns. The ideal
time to apply fertilizer is after you have mowed actively growing
grass once or twice. Early April is a good target date for St.
Augustine. Water often (St. Augustine uses volumes of water),
raise area if water stands after a rain (it can’t tolerate wet feet)
and mow often, twice weekly to force it to fill in dead or sparse
areas.

The Pine Warbler

Planting:
Perennials for summer color include lantana, daylilies, verbena, host as, salvia, sedums, ornamental grasses, purple
coneflower, rudbeckia, ferns and summer phlox. Plant white,
fragrant flowers in areas where you sit outside at night. White
is not only cooling and elegant, it remains vivid as other colors fade and makes all surrounding colors, including green,
look more vibrant. Try white angel’s trumpet (datura), butterfly
bush (Buddleia), clethra, crinum, dianthus, flowering tobacco,
four o’clock, ginger, hyacinth, jasmine vine, mandevilla vine,
mock orange, moonflower vine, plumeria, summer phlox, sweet
olive, sweet pea, sweetspire, or wisteria.
Extras you can do:
• Plant caladiums in slightly acidic soil with good drainage.
• Plant new shrubs before it gets any hotter and keep newly
set-out plants well-watered.
• Cut flowers to extend blooming season.
• Pinch tips from coleus, copper plants to make them
bushier.
• Feed all container plants. Feed hibiscus with hibiscus
food or a low phosphorus fertilizer. Mulch is an organic
(or synthetic) material applied as insulation on top of soil
over plant roots. Mulches keep soil and roots moist and
cool in summer and warm in winter. Organic mulches
breakdown, replenishing soil nutrients. The coarser a bark
mulch, the slower it decomposes. Finer shredded barks
decompose more quickly, but also allows more rainfall to
penetrate through.
Pests:
Watch new growth for insect pests. Aphids, also sometimes
called plant lice, may get on the new growth of any type of
plant. While a few aphids can be tolerated, large numbers

Pollination and a Habitat for Wildlife
By Kathy Dodge
Bees, butterflies and birds are the primary wildlife in our backyards and they are all pollinators. And no garden can grow
without pollination. We gardeners want our gardens to produce whether flowers or food. We need a little help from our
winged friends to make this happen. So plant the plants for
the pollinators and your garden will thank you for it, as will the
birds and bees.
Bees - Plant a variety of flowering trees, shrubs, annuals and
perennials so blooms are available throughout the year. Include duranta, crown of thorns, pentas, bulbine, rosemary
and basil. Also, provide shallow pools of water for drinking.
Do not use harmful pesticides.

Butterflies - Plant in an area that is protected from strong wind
but gets plenty of light. Soil should be fertile and have good
drainage. Look for nectar-bearing plants such as allysum, asters, rudbeckia, amaranth, phlox, and pentas to feed butterflies
ad well as host plants such as lantana, milkweed, passionflower and ruellia where they can lay eggs. Also, a shallow
birdbath or puddle area provides a source of water. A flat rock or
log in a sunny spot allows them to bask. Create a fruit feeding
station in the shade and provide any juicy overripe fruit.

Special April 1 News Release
A recent announcement from the U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service
stated that, in order to save scarce endangered species enhancement funds, the whooping crane and California condor
captive breeding recovery programs would be combined and in
the future a single new hybrid species will be reared. The new
species will be known as the Whooping Vulture.
FWS spokeswoman, Madge Inary, explained, “This is a great
day for North American birds and birders. The Service and other
organizations can now focus their efforts and recovery dollars
and the savings in overhead and paperwork alone will be in the
millions. Hybrids will be produced in vitro and by this time next
year we expect captive breeding programs will be releasing a
few hundred birds, WVs as we like to call them, per month.
Hybridizing these keystone species opens up countless possibilities for occupying new habitats.”
When asked about potential consequences to existing natural
species and habitats the Service explained that hybrid-vigor
should be an added benefit and, Inary nervously added, “There’s
no telling where they’ll be able to live or what they might eat, but
we’ll soon see, won’t we?”
Bird listers and photographers are especially fortunately because
now they have a new species to seek out. Birders Earth magazine has offered a prize of five-thousand dollars for the first photographer to return alive with a photo of the new species.
It’s anticipated the program will be tremendously successful
and the Service is considering similar programs for other endangered species, including crossing:

•
•
•
•

Golden-cheeked warbler with Hawaiian duck
Lesser Prairie-Chicken with American crocodile
Red-cockaded Woodpecker with Red-legged Frog
Kodiak Grizzly with Little Woodstar Hummingbird

Birds - Hummingbirds are the top pollinator in this group.
Plant trumpet vine, crossvine and honeysuckle, as well as
native salvia. Turk’s cap, firecracker bush, bottlebrush,
esperanza and sages, such as cedar, big red, pineapple and
tropical.

The Pine Warbler
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The Pine Warbler is published monthly, September through
May, by The Piney Woods Wildlife Society, Inc. and Copperhead Publishing.
For membership information write to us at P.O. Box 189,
Spring Texas 77383-0189. Annual Dues: $15.00 per household.
Rat Snake - Aransas National Wildlife Refuge
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Please submit any articles you’d like considered for
the PWWS Newsletter, The Pine Warbler, to Roy
Woodward (rawoodwa@bechtel.com).
Please send all new address changes and any
corrections to cdmoore3@gmail.com (Claire Moore)
and add PWWS to the subject line. Thank you.

Numbers of Interest
Heart Hotline............................1 866 TURTLE5 (887-8535)
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Visit: http://pineywoodswildlifesociety.org

The Pine Warbler

