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PWWS March 18th Program
Zion, more than just a hill near Jerusalem
with Paul Gregg

Piney Woods Wildlife Society is
pleased to announce that we have
made a selection for the first Mike
Drummond Memorial Scholarship.
One of the seniors on David
Henderson’s Envirothon team was
nominated by David for this honor. The
student sent in his application along
with his high school transcript and a
letter of recommendation from David
Henderson. The $350 will be paid diNext page

Big Stone Lodge
PWWS meetings are held at the Big
Stone Lodge at the new Dennis
Johnston County Park at 709 Riley
Fuzzel Road.
The directions to get there are much
the same as to the Nature Center.
Aldine-Westfield turns into Riley
Fuzzel Road just northeast of Spring
so there are several ways to get there.
1. Take the Rayford/Sawdust exit and
go East (right) on Rayford Rd. It dead
ends at Riley Fuzzel, then turn South
(right) and drive to the Dennis
Johnston Park past Spring Creek and
on the right. or, 2. take Spring-Cypress
east to Aldine Westfield through Olde
Town Spring, turn left and then on to
Riley Fuzzel for a short distance and
turn left; or, 3. Take Aldine Westfield
north from Mercer Arboretum until it
turns into Riley Fuzzel. Turn right and
watch for the Dennis Johnston Park
on the left.

Calling himself a “fairly advanced amateur photographer,” Paul Gregg and his wife Carol,
visited the Zion National Park in Utah in September 2013 and the north rim of the Grand
Canyon in Arizona. His photographs are breathtaking.
Paul is retired from the Harris County adult probation department as well as the U. S. Air
Force. He gives photography classes to the Lone Star College Academy for Lifelong
Learning (ALL) as well as being an adjunct instructor at the Kingwood Lone Star College. Paul has given presentations to five photography/camera clubs in the
Date: March 18
greater Houston and LibTime: Social 6:30 p.m.
erty County area.
Meeting 7:00 p.m.

Don’t miss this great program on March18!

Big Stone Lodge
709 Riley Fuzzel Road

rectly to the student’s account this fall.This application was
reviewed by the scholarship committee and unanimously approved. The name and some information about the student well
be announced at the May PWWS meeting.

Claire goes birding in Minnesota!
One of our members had interesting trip recently to the North
Woods. Claire Moore attended the TOS trip to Duluth, Minnesota, in late February. The idea of this trip in the depths of
winter is to track down some unique Owls, Grouse, Grosbeaks,
Redpolls, Woodpeckers, and other notable species present in
Minnesota in the winter. Sixteen other hardy souls also made
the trip along with two leaders - Kim Risen and Jim Hailey.
The weather ran the gambit from relatively comfortable 30’s as
highs during the first part of the trip to much more challenging
temperatures during the second half of the trip with highs in the
single digits and teens.

Great Grey Owls

Excellent views of several owls including Snowy, Great Grey
and Northern Hawk-Owl were the highlight. Boreal & BlackCapped Chickadees, two species of Nuthatches, and Ruffed &
Sharp-tailed Grouse were also enjoyed by all. Claire says “The
cold weather was worth it to see several life birds and some
unique winter splendor.”

Snowy Owl

Northern
Hawk-Owls
Watching the Great
Grey Owl at Sax-Zim
Bog.
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gardens. A dog or two can help cut down on these visits. I have
no dogs just a couple of house cats who enjoy seeing the
wildlife come to our bird feeders as much as I do. One of my
favorite “guest” is the raccoon.

Heart Happenings

When I get to see a raccoon I have to stop and admire their
ability to survive among us.
Most of the mammals that inhabit your region would do best
on your property if it were not improved at all, but allowed to
return to nature. These critters are usually in competition with
humans for space and food, which is why so many mammals
are considered pests.

Thanks to everyone who has
called, e-mailed, sent a card
or said a prayer before or after my recent surgery! I’m
doing fine and look forward
to seeing you all. Thanks to
Hallmark cards for this great
drawing of a turtle, that is also on the mend.
- Carole

Many years ago, a female raccoon, Procyon lotor, who lived
on our property had gotten killed while crossing the road. She
left 4 youngsters. One of them a female started coming to our
bird feeders during the day because at that point she was too
young to be on her own. I was able to tame her easily. I would
hold out food for her and she would come to me and take the
food from me. Initially I did not feel bad about doing this because I knew she needed nourishment for until she could take
care of herself.

East Texas Nature

Who Was That Masked Mammal?
by Diane Cabiness, Texas Master Naturalist

When Lady became an adult she obviously found a male because one day I saw her with 3 youngsters. I found out female
raccoons reach sexual maturity when 9 or 10 months old.
Males appear to mature sexually when they are about 2 years
old. Sometimes Lady would appear with her young and sometimes she left them behind in their den while she foraged at
the feeders. That is when I realized I was wrong to hand feed
Lady and started discouraging her from coming to me for food.
I did not want her youngsters picking up that habit which could
end badly for her or them. Eventually Lady got the message
and rarely would I see her during the day. When I would see
her heading to a birdfeeder it would be dusk which lasted 6
years or so.

“Every day I wish to make the world a more
beautiful place than I found it.”
- Madame De Pompadour

I still want to attract wildlife to our backyard habitat but in a
way that would be safe for them. Now my encounters with the
mammals on our property are usually by accident.

Natural areas usually provide habitat for some mammals, and
our backyard landscapes are no exception. Some mammals
are more welcome than others—the sight of cuddly rabbits
chasing each other around the yard suits most of us better
than an unexpected encounter with a skunk in the driveway or
an opossum in the trash can. This afternoon when I chatted
with my sister, Yvonne over the phone she excitedly told me of
her latest encounter with two rabbits who visit her bird feeders
in Baytown. But even pest species like the graceful deer and
the clever raccoon, we try to keep them out of our gardens. On
the flip side, I remember how a client told me about the time a
skunk hid under her art studio (it was on piers) when her Jack
Russels cornered it. Not good. Needless to say the skunk
sprayed when the dogs did not back off. The skunk spray lingered for quite a long time. And yet I would li them than I do.

Recently I spotted a deer nibbling one of my roses and a smile
crossed my face. If I decide to save the rose from being ravished again when it puts out new growth I will simply sprinkle
black pepper around the rose.

Opportunistic mammals like mice, raccoons, and skunks are
not ordinarily the kind of fauna people want to attract to their

“The goal of life is living in agreement with
nature.” - Zeno
References:
1. Wiki.answers.com
2. Nsrl.ttu.edu/tmot1/procloto.htm

Condolences - PWWS, its members and board extend condolences to Terry Wilson and his family on the passing of his
father on February 20.
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2013 Board of Directors
President............................................................Kathy Coward
1st Vice President......................................Carole Allen
2nd Vice President...................................Claire Moore
3rd Vice President...........................Carlos Hernandez
Secretary.............................................Carole Frascella
Treasurer.......................................................Jim Lacey
Director.............................................................Terry Wilson
Director ...............................................Jim Springer
Director ...........................................Farrar Stockton
Past President.............................................Al Barr

Numbers of Interest
Heart Hotline............................................. 281 444-6204
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The deadline for submissions is the 25th of the
previous month, earlier if possible. Always
add “PWWS” in the subject line. All emails
will be responded to within 3 days. If you do
not receive a response please call 832 7173276. All articles are subject to approval by
the PWWS Board.
Please send all new address changes and any
corrections to cdmoore3@gmail.com (Claire
Moore) and add PWWS to the subject line.
Thank you.
Visit: http://pineywoodswildlifesociety.org

