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February Program: PWWS Meeting

HEART Happenings

Birding Colorado

by Carole Allen,
HEART Committee Chair

by Noma and Brad Macurda

First of all, thanks to Connie Blakley who
was assisted by Treasurer James Lacey for
the production of our new 2017 PWWS Directory! It’s great to be able to find our members!
Sometimes it is better to borrow some informative material from a conservation organizations such as Defenders of Wildlife
(DFW). In their recent online newsletter, they
called attention to the fact that the Endangered Species Act (ESA) turned 43 on December 28. President Nixon signed the bill
and said “Nothing is more priceless and more
worthy of preservation than the rich array of
animal life with which our country has been
blessed.”
The Endangered Species Act is as important today as it was when Richard Nixon
signed it into law. According to a study published in Science Advances, species could
be going extinct at a pace 100 times higher
than normal. We may now be witnessing
the “Sixth Great Extinction” as a result of
habitat loss, invasive species and climate
change. As more species are found to warcont.on page 2

Evening Grosbeak

Sandhill Crane

Western Tanager
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Brad and Noma Macurda will present “Birding Colorado”. They described their
program as: “From the highest mountains to the endless plains, the state of
Colorado hosts an amazing diversity of birds. These range from the lark bunting
of the plains to the ptarmigan of the peaks. Here, the birds of the East give way
to the birds of the West and 499 species of birds have been recorded in Colorado.
Travel with us to see these avian treasures and the habitats in which they live.”
Please join us on Wednesday February 15, at the Big Stone Lodge in Dennis
Johnston Park, 709 Riley Fuzzel Road, Spring, TX, for a wonderful evening! Social time starts at 6:30 PM and the meeting starts at 7 PM.

Big Stone Lodge - Dennis Johnston Park
709 Riley Fuzzel Road
PWWS meetings are held at the Big Stone
Lodge at the new Dennis Johnston County
Park at 709 Riley Fuzzel Road.
The directions to get there are much the same
as to the Nature Center. Aldine-Westfield turns into Riley Fuzzel Road just northeast
of Spring so there are several ways to get there.
1. Take the Rayford/Sawdust exit and go East (right) on Rayford Rd. It dead ends at
Riley Fuzzel, then turn South (right) and drive to the Dennis Johnston Park past
Spring Creek and on the right. or, 2. take Spring-Cypress east to Aldine Westfield
through Old Town Spring, turn left and then on to Riley Fuzzel for a short distance
and turn left; or, 3. Take Aldine Westfield north from Mercer Arboretum until it turns
into Riley Fuzzel. Turn right and watch for the Dennis Johnston Park on the left.

February 15, 2017
Social 6:30pm
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rant listing under the ESA, it is more important
than ever that this vital tool for wildlife conservation be kept strong, well-funded, and capable of
not only preventing extinctions but also able to
put imperiled species back on the road to a successful recovery and to create thriving and stable
populations.
We owe it to ourselves and future generations to
be good stewards of the environment and leave
behind a legacy of protecting endangered species
and the special places they call home. The ESA
is our cornerstone conservation law for protecting
wildlife and special places for generations to come.”
Well said, friends of the environment. We all must
work together for the ESA and our natural resources.

February Horticulture Tips
By Kathy Dodge
Pests- Look out for loopers and aphids
on cool season vegetables and annuals.
Use the most organic solution possible
for treating these insects. Check for
scale insects on ornamentals such as
camellias, hollies, magnolias, and Japanese blueberries. Treat with horticultural
oil spray while it is still cool.
Lawns- Apply pre-emergent to stop
spring weeds such as crabgrass,
goosegrass and dallisgrass before they
start. Corn gluten meal is an organic
approach, while Barricade is a non-organic.
Birds- Lower purple martin houses and
clean and repair as necessary. Re-raise
the house and position for martin scouts.
Keep 20 feet away from trees and building for a clear flight pattern. Gold
finches are feeding. Hang thistle or nyjerseed socks for the finches. Keep
suet feeders filled for hungry winter birds as their natural food sources are
slim right now.

Gray Squirrel eating a mushroom - Photo by Bill
Miller

Notes:
Upcoming Nature Events
Walk in the Woods Nature
Lecture Series
The Woodlands Township
https://www. thewoodlandstownship-tx.gov/
Calendar.aspx?EID=5265
Contact: 281-210-3800
Thursday: February 9, 2017
Local Snakes 101: Matt Abernathy, with
Jesse Jones Park & Nature Center
7:00 PM – 8:00 PM
McCullough Junior High School
3800 S. Panther Creek Drive, The Woodlands,
TX 77381

Freezes- Continue to keep an eye on the weather and stay informed on
nighttime lows. Have frost cloth on hand for light frosts. If the temperature
drops below 32, double wrap tender plants to ensure proper insulation.
Avoid using plastic against foliage, but it can be used as the second exterior layer when covering plants. Remove plastic during the day.
TIP: Heavy-duty clothespins or spare bricks can be used to secure and
weight down cloths.
Beds- Prune back perennials that are overgrown or have frost damage.
This allows for a fresh spring start. Wait to cut back tropical plants until
after the last frost, this includes hibiscus and bougainvilleas. Add in green
annuals for spring color in the form of poppies, larkspur, hollyhocks, and
delphiniums.
Pruning- Most shrubs, trees, and roses can be pruned now. Wait until after
spring bloom cycles to prune spirea, azaleas, redbuds, and oriental magnolias.

Our Squirrely Friends;
A Nutcracker Suite!
By Lisa Wolling, Executive Director

March Mart 2017 Plant Sale
Friday March 17 & Saturday March 18, 2017
Hours: 8 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Mercer Aboretum Botanic Gardens http://
www.hcp4.net/Community/Parks/Mercer/
MarchMart
22306 Aldine Westfield Road, Humble, TX
77338, 281-443-8731
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Love them or not, you have to admit that squirrels are tenacious little critters. Anyone who has ever watched them try to raid a “squirrel-proof”
birdfeeder knows that. While the loss of a local bird buffet can be somewhat frustrating, squirrels do have their place in the natural order of things,
and they also provide us with some nice benefits.
Squirrels help to keep our environment a little more green and healthy.

They are well known for burying seeds
and nuts, which they do to save them
for feasting on later. Many of these
seeds or nuts are carried away to areas far from where they were found and
buried in locations away from their host
plant. This helps to spread the new
growth of plants and trees. Squirrels
bury so many that some studies indicate as much as 75% of these seeds
and nuts remain uneaten, so they are
left to sprout into new plants, shrubs,
and trees. A single squirrel can bury
several thousand nuts over the course
of a few months. Squirrels also eat
different species of mushrooms, which keeps forested areas healthier by helping to disperse fungi which are beneficial to many
trees. Squirrel’s constant digging and burying helps to aerate the soil and introduce organic matter into it. They eat many
insects (especially during breeding season) including beetles and grubs which might otherwise infest trees and lawns. Squirrels
are also an important part in the food chain, often being taken as prey by hawks, eagles, and owls.
There are actually three different species of squirrels living in our part of Texas; the eastern fox squirrel; the eastern gray squirrel;
and the flying squirrel. The fox and gray squirrels are diurnal (out during the day) and the flying squirrel is nocturnal (out at night).
All three species spend the majority of their lives in the trees.
The eastern fox squirrel is the largest species of squirrel in our area. Most of them have black-tipped gray fur on their bodies with
orange fur on their bellies, legs, and feet. Their tail fur is fringed in orange fur as well. Around Southeast Texas, there are some
groups of fox squirrels that have all black fur. Fox squirrels are most active in early morning and again in late afternoon. They
prefer to nest in tree cavities, but they will also build leaf and twig nests high in the tree tops. Female squirrels often construct
multiple nests. In the event one nest is damaged or becomes infested with fleas or mites, the mother squirrel will move her pups
to one of her alternate nesting sites. Fox squirrels usually breed twice a year in our part of Texas, once in January/February and
Next page

FRIENDLY REMINDER DUES ARE DUE
Don’t forget dues are due in January. So now is the time to send off those very reasonable dues.
The form is included in the Newsletter for your convenience.
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squirrels from page 3
again in May/June, although occasionally litters are born in late
summer or early fall. Most litters consist of three to four pups,
which are born hairless, blind, and helpless. They mature slowly
with eyes opening at five weeks of age. They leave their nest at
about eight weeks of age but won’t venture out of their nest tree
until they are about ten weeks old. By three months of age they
are able to survive on their own. Fox squirrels can live to be up to
15 years of age.
About 90% of all squirrels found in eastern Texas are eastern
gray squirrels. While similar in many ways to the fox squirrel,
the gray squirrel is slightly smaller, has slightly larger ears, and
its fur is mainly gray with white fur on the belly. They are more
social than fox squirrels so they are more likely to feed in groups.
The gray squirrel is faster and more skittish than the fox squirrel,
and for that reason they are sometimes also called cat squirrels.
Like the fox squirrel, they prefer tree cavities to nest in, but if
none can be found they will build a nest (called a drey) consisting of leaves and twigs. They are more apt to breed throughout
the year, but mainly from July-September and again from December-February. Pups eyes open at five weeks of age and they
begin to explore outside of the nest by six weeks old. They
remain in family groups for about another month after that until
they are fully independent.

cavities. They mainly breed from March to May, although
pups may be born year round also. In colder climates, flying
squirrels often colonize in groups of up to fifty to spend the
winter together. Although often confused with sugar gliders,
they are completely different species; sugar gliders are indigenous to Australia and Indonesia.
We love our nutty little friends, and we hope once more people
understand their behavior and how they benefit the environment they will come to appreciate their antics as well.
www.ftwl.org

The third species of squirrel found in our area is seldom seen
although quite common. The little flying squirrel is only about
the size of an adult hamster. They don’t actually fly, but rather
glide from tree to tree, sometimes as much as 150 feet in a
single flight. Flying squirrels have skin that forms wing-like flaps
which stretch between its “ankle” and “wrist”. Its fluffy, flattened
tail acts as both a rudder in flight and a brake to slow down
forward movement as they come to the end of their glide. Flying
squirrels eat many nuts, berries, buds, grasshoppers, moths,
bugs, and grubs. They, like all squirrels, prefer to nest in tree
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Please join us!
Visit: http://pineywoodswildlifesociety.org

The Pine Warbler is published monthly, September through
May, by The Piney Woods Wildlife Society, Inc. and Copperhead Publishing.
For membership information write to us at P.O. Box 189,
Spring Texas 77383-0189. Annual Dues: $15.00 per household.
Please submit any articles you’d like considered for the
PWWS Newsletter, The Pine Warbler, to Kathy Coward,
justforthebirds@sbcglobal.net.
Please send all new address changes and any
corrections to cdmoore3@gmail.com (Claire Moore) and
add PWWS to the subject line. Thank you.

Numbers of Interest
Heart Hotline............................1 866 TURTLE5 887-8535)
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