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Spring Creek Nature
Center programs!

As the Conservation Programs Manager of the Houston Zoo’s Depart-
ment of Conservation, Rachel Rommel travels around the world many
times each year.   An ambassador for the endangered Houston Toad,
Rachel will describe her work with Texas reptiles and amphibians in
addition to her work in other parts of the world at our January meeting.

A friend of the Kemp’s ridley sea turtles, Rachel has many interesting
stories about her travels around the world to help endangered ani-
mals..  When she visited Zimbabwe, Rachel assisted in the implemen-
tation of a new conservation education program called “Kids for Sci-
ence” at the Painted Dog Conservation Iganyana Bush Camp.  Here
local children are taught conservation concepts, an understanding of
ecological relationships, the value of biodiversity, an appreciation of
painted dogs and the role they play in ecosystems, and the need for
an emotional attachment to the beauty and complexity of nature.

You can read more about Rachel at http://houstonzooblogs.org/
wildconservation/category/series/rachel-and-cullen-in-africa/       Don’t
miss this great program by a charming adventurer!

The Spring Creek Nature Center is offering a number of
new workshops in 2012. Registration is required for
attendance at these workshops and trainings. The new
workshop series for 2012 will provide information about
six different groups called the Top Tens - trees, birds,
etc. Nature Center Manager Teri MacArthur will provide
information if you e-mail her at teri.macarthur@mctx.org
or call 281-364-4225.

Here is the schedule for the Top Ten workshops, plus
other presentations. These are free events, but require
registration because some have limited spaces allot-
ted.

JANUARY
  4 -  Illustrator Bruce Cunningham presentation at

6pm
14 - Birding Walk with Al Barr from 7:30am to about

9am
14 - TOP TEN TREES and Plants of our area from

10am to noon
24 - The Annotated Forest: Nature Journaling with

Teri Macarthur from 9am to noon

FEBRUARY
  2 - Hiking local trails with author Keith Stelter from

9:30am to noon
  4 - Managing Your Land for Wildlife (Texas Parks &

Wildlife workshop) from 8:30am to 3:30pm.
$25 Fee to attend. Call for more details and
a registration form. Limited Seating.

  7 - Learning about tree identification with Al Barr
 from 9:30am to noon

11 - Birding Walk with Al Barr from 7:30am to about
9am

11 - TOP TEN BIRDS of our area from 10am to noon
14 - I Love Mushrooms with Teri MacArthur from

9:30am to noon
23 - Creating a Garden for Butterflies by Tom

Hallowell from 9:30am to noon
25 - Invasive Pests and Plants of our area and

Monitoring Programs for them from 8:30am
to 4:30pm. Limited Seating, Lunch reserva
tion requires a fee. Call for more details and
registration form.

MARCH
8 - A Walk through Local Nature with Teri MacArthur

Rachel Rommel on the right in Zimbabwe!

cont. on page 2

PWWS January Program
Texas Reptiles and Amphibians

Rachel Rommel, Houston Zoo

 Date:         January 17
 Time:        Social 7:00 p.m.
 Meeting:   7:30 p.m.

Spring Creek Greenway
Nature Center

1300 Riley Fuzzel Road



 2 2 2 2 2                                                                                              The Pine Warbler   The Pine Warbler   The Pine Warbler   The Pine Warbler   The Pine Warbler

Heart
Happenings

The Summit conference about the Gulf
of Mexico I (Carole Allen) attended in De-
cember here in Houston was inspiring.

The Harte Research Institute of Texas A&M University at Cor-
pus Christi brought in state, government and conservation or-
ganizations to discuss not only the oil spill but the many other
environmental problems of the Gulf of Mexico.  Mrs. Laura Bush
gave a wonderful talk and discussed her interest in the environ-
ment and her support of President Bush’s declaring a number
of National Monuments to protect huge areas of the ocean
before he left office.  The need for cooperation between govern-
ment agencies and the public was emphasized and there
seemed to be a genuine willingness to admit past mistakes
and start again.  Let’s hope so.

Many of you are familiar with Rollover Pass, located on Bolivar
Peninsula and the erosion problems on the adjacent shoreline.
The Texas General Land Office is suggesting closing Rollover
Pass but replacing it with concrete fishing piers which they
call  “appropriate and feasible.”  That’s nice for the fishermen,
but no one thinks about the hundreds of sea turtles caught on
hook and line in this area.  If hooks are left imbedded in turtles’
mouths and throats, they die slowly and painfully.  Some fish-
ermen cut their heads off to get their hooks back. WHO EVER
BUILDS AND OWNS THE PIER SHOULD PAY FOR
TRANPORTING SEA TURTLES FOR TREATMENT AND RE-
MOVAL OF HOOKS. There must be education of fishermen to
point out the need for treatment of sea turtles that are caught

AND money must be made available for treating injured sea
turtles.  That money should come from the people who own the
pier!  (Our own Carole Frascella suggests the area should be a
wildlife habitat with no fishing allowed.)

If you want to speak up for funding for injured sea turtles at
Rollover Pass, see their website at www.glo.texas.gov/coastal.
We have until January 8 to make comments, so please hurry if
you want to stand up for the sea turtles!

ROLLOVER PASS AND SEA TURTLES!

Join Piney Woods Wildlife Society for our February field trip to
Rockport, Texas, to see the magnificent Whooping Cranes.
These beautiful birds have made an amazing comeback from
just 16 individuals in the 1940s to over 200!

What is the best way to see these five-foot tall birds? Why, by
boat, of course! Members of Piney Woods will take a four-hour
boat tour on the Wharf Cat to spot these astonishing birds,
along with many, many other birds.  The boat tour not only
focuses on birds, but also includes information on the history
of Whooping Cranes, geography, and history of the area.  The
Wharf Cat has an upper and lower deck for viewing, an indoor
cabin with restrooms, and a concessions counter (cash only).
Directions: The Wharf Cat tour meets at Rockport Harbor at
9:30 a.m. for the 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. boat tour.  Rockport Harbor
is located at 320 Navigation Cir, Rockport, TX 78382-2777.  The
cost for the boat tour is $43 for Adults, $40 for Seniors (group
rates for 20 or more people - $41 for Adults, $38 for Seniors).
Money is due the day of the trip.

Places to stay:

Whooping Crane Field Trip!
Saturday, February 4, 2012
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FIELD TRIPS FOR 2011-2012

Saturday, February 4, 2012
Rockport, TX Whooping Crane Boat Tour
The popular boat tour not only focuses on birds, but also in-
cludes information on the history of whooping cranes, geogra-
phy, and history of the area.  The Wharf Cat has an upper and
lower deck for viewing, an indoor cabin with restrooms, and a
concessions counter (cash only).  Mark this on the 2012 things
to do!

Saturday, April 28, 2012 Quintana
On Saturday, April 28, Piney Woods members will head down
to Quintana to try their luck at finding some migrating birds.
The island of Quintana is located between the mouth of the Old
Brazos River and the New Brazos River on the Texas Gulf coast.

The Piney Woods Wildlife Society members, the board, com-
mittees, and officers would like to thank Dick Lee for his contri-
butions to the Society while serving the last three years on the
Board of Directors.  Dick has given valuable input on matters
pertaining to the Society and has been present at almost all
functions of the society.  He has volunteered numerous hours
to the Society’s outreach and membership drives.  I hope that
he will continue to be an active participant in the Societies
affairs and continue to give his input to the Society.  Thanks
Dick.

Jim Springer has replaced Dick Lee on the Board of Directors.

from 9:30am to noon
10 - Birding Walk with Al Barr from 7:30am to about 9am
10 - TOP TEN MAMMALS of our area from 10am to noon
12 - Advanced Birding with Al Barr fro 9am to 11am
16 - Join the Windsor Hills Garden Club to learn about

Bluebirds from Linda Crum from 9am to noon
29 - Meet Me at Alligator Pond with Al Barr from 9:30am to

noon - meeting at Pond. call for details. Limited
Space.

APRIL
14 - Birding Walk with Al Barr from 7:30am to about 9am
14 - TOP TEN FUNGI of our area from 10 am to noon
24 - What Do Snakes Do All Day? with Al Barr from 9:30am

to noon

MAY
  5 - Birding Walk with Al Barr from 7:30am to about 9am
  5 - Bluebirds Are Here! by Linda Crum from 9am to 11am
12 - TOP TEN INSECTS of our area from 10am to noon

JUNE
  9 - Birding Walk with Al Barr from 7:30am to about 9am
  9 - TOP TEN REPTILES of our area from 10am to noon

Programs from page 1

Days Inn 1212 Laurel St., Rockport, TX (361) 729-6379 ý
Holiday Inn Express 901 HWY 35 N, Rockport, TX (361) 727-
0283 ý
Hampton Inn and Suites 3677 Hwy 35 N, Rockport, TX (361)
727-2228 ý
The Rockport-Fulton Chamber of Commerce also has many
hotels listed on their website: www.rockport-fulton.org
Goose Island State Park has access for camping or RVs: http:/
/www.tpwd.state.tx.us/spdest/findadest/parks/goose_island/

If you would like to attend the Whooping Crane trip, please
contact Sheena Abernathy before January 17, 2012 at
sheena.abernathy@gmail.com.  She will be making reserva-
tions for the boat tour for the entire group.

Quintana is home to the Quintana Neotropical Bird Sanctuary,
owned by the Town of Quintana and the Gulf Coast Bird Obser-
vatory.  The sanctuary has trails, ponds, and benches that
allow easy access and close viewing of migratory birds.   You
won’t want to miss this trip.  Details will follow in 2012.

East Texas Nature
by Diane Cabiness,

Texas Master Naturalist

                  A Weed for All Seasons

“Those who labour in the earth are the chosen
people of God.” - Thomas Jefferson

Let’s face it the old saying “the path to Hell is paved with good
intentions” is the truth. How many times have I looked at my
gardens and thought I need to do some weeding and pruning
soon. I would than get sidetracked by a weeding/pruning job
for a client, or cooking a meal, or watching a squirrel steal
sunflower seeds from the titmice…you get the point.  Weeding
is like exercise, easy to put off till tomorrow. Oh yeah that is
another thing I need to do when I am not bent over weeding in
someone else’s yard.  By now we have come to realize the
spirit is willing but the flesh is weak.  As my husband has said
on many an occasion he is “weak as water” when I fuss at him
for not helping me out of doors.

Now we Texans have a good excuse because this summer
produced a triple digit 31 days of high heat and no rain.  I
shudder at the reminder.  Folks it has cooled down and we
have had several inches of rain.  It is time to get serious.  First
you and I have to start.  I suggest if you are out of shape or do
not have a lot time for this kind of activity start off by putting in
30 minute sessions a couple of times weekly in the garden.
Work towards daily work in your yard. Eventually the work will
get done.

I see nothing wrong with a few weeds mixed in the lawn
grass…just keep it mowed.  I still remember the yard in Navasota
that had winecups growing in their lawn.  I bet they did not
consider that wildflower a weed.

Thank You to Dick Lee for Service
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Weeds are easier to get out of a garden when they are small.
Learn to identify them at that young stage.  Walk around your
“kingdom” with a few garden tools in hand which will make it
easier to tackle the occasional weed that has popped up over-
night.  A well weeded garden means your flowers will have
more nutrients and water to help them flourish.

What is a weed?  Simply it is a plant you do not want in your
garden. One of the plants that come to mind is Yankee Weed
or Rosin weed.   I have gone to several yards that had this
perennial in it and had the sad task to inform the client that the
plant they were cultivating is considered a weed. Before it flow-
ers it does look quite handsome resplendent in ferny leaves.

Eupatorium compositifolium is an upright, mainly single-
stemmed perennial in the Sunflower family.  It is a warm sea-
son herbaceous plant that grows 1 to 4 feet tall.  The roots
send up stems growing in colonies.  You can usually find Yan-
kee Weed abundant in overgrazed pastures and disturbed ar-
eas of sandy to sandy loam Pineywoods.  The leaves are di-
vided into segments. This shallow rooted plant competes with
desirable forage species in pastures and generally is not con-
sumed by cattle and horses.  As a result, little desirable forage
grows in pastures dominated by Yankee Weed.  The seed are
sometimes eaten by a few songbirds, but is rarely used ex-
cept for protective cover.

Back to the weeding issue, once you have a garden weeded
stay on top of it.  Do not let these uninvited visitors go to seed.
Nature hates a vacuum. Seeds arrive by air, by water runoff,
and in bird droppings.  Each weed plant can produce hun-
dreds, even thousands of seeds.   There is an old saying that
applies to this garden problem, “One year’s seeding means
seven years’ weeding. The safest way to deal with trouble-
some weeds that may multiply from roots or seeds is to put
them in the trash or head over to Nature’s Way Resources to
recycle for a few bucks unless your compost pile reaches the
desired temperature from 140 to 160 degrees.

As you have already figured out a few weeds will not destroy
your garden. If you overplant with hanging bushy perennials or
groundcovers, weeds will not be as noticeable or as prolific.  If
you do not know the weed is there it will be easier to coexist
with the occasional unwanted plant.

I know weeding is a chore.  Try looking at weeding in the gar-
den in a different way.  Consider how you pick up a potato with
one hand and a paring knife with the other hand and carefully
the skin is peeled off while humming a catchy melody or think-
ing about the schedule for the day.  Next the black spoiled
spots are cut out.  With a quick swipe of the hand the peelings
and rotten pieces fall into the compost can where they will end
up outside in the compost bin.  Weeding can be as therapeutic
as peeling a potato in the kitchen.  That is how weeding is for
me.

Two or three inches of weed free mulch such as weed free pine
straw, pine bark or grass clippings work well.  Mulching will
block weeds’ access to light and air.

It is acceptable to cover the soil with black plastic to kill exist-
ing weeds and stop seeds from germinating.  Do not leave the
black plastic in place for more than a month or two. The soil
needs air and water to remain healthy.

Landscape timbers, metal edging and stone can be used as
edging between lawn and garden areas to prevent grass from
encroaching into the garden.

“A weed is no more than a flower in disguise.”  - James
Russell Lowell, ‘The Growth of A Legend’, 1847

Like the Emperor in Hans Christian Andersen’s story, The
Emperor’s New Clothes, who had to face facts about his sup-
posedly new clothes so we have to face facts when we look at
our out-of-control garden and see it with eyes that are open to
the truth. Ignoring the weeds will not make them go away.
When it is no longer a peaceful oasis, it is time to get down on
bended knee in your garden, and with some sweat and tears
(praying helps or hiring a crew of professionals) you will again
see a bit of Heaven on Earth emerge from the chaos.  When
you are addicted to flowers of all shapes and colors (one of my
friends admits to this affliction who will remain anonymous) for
“plant avarice” to emerge it needs a garden spot that does not
look like a brier patch.

“May all your weeds be wildflowers”.  Author Unknown

1. www.plantea.com
2. www.hgtv.com
3. www.gardenforever.com
4. www.thegardenhelper.com
5. www.essmextension.tamu.edu
6. www.dowagro.com

Please share your nature experiences with me at
dianecabinessplants@consolidated.net

PWWS 2012
dues are due soon!  Just complete
the renewal form in the newsletter

and bring it with you!
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President............................................................Al Barr
1st Vice President......................................Carole Allen
2nd Vice President.............Jean and Mike Drummond
3rd Vice President...........................Carlos Hernandez
Secretary.............................................Carole Frascella
Treasurer.......................................................Jim Lacey
Director (term expires 2013)....................Matthew Abernathy
Director (term expires 2011)..........................Dick Lee
Director (term expires 2011)..................Farrar Stockton
Past President........................................Kathy Coward

Heart Hotline.......................................281 444-6204

The Pine Warbler is published monthly, Septem-
ber through May, by The Piney Woods Wildlife So-
ciety, Inc. and Copperhead Publishing.

For membership information write to us at P.O. Box
189, Spring Texas 77383-0189.  Annual Dues:
$15.00 per household.

Publisher:  Copperhead Publishing
Publish1@copperheadfarms.net  or
jdfagm@swbell.net.
P.O. Box 131776, The Woodlands, TX 77393

The deadline for submissions is the 25th of the
previous month, earlier if possible.  Always
add “PWWS” in the subject line.  All emails
will be responded to within 3 days.  If you do
not receive a response please call 832 717-
3276.  All articles are subject to approval by
the PWWS Board.

Please send new address changes and cor-
rections to Mike Drummond at drummond@the
drummonds.com and add PWWS to the sub-
ject line.   Thank you.

2010 Board of Directors

Numbers of Interest
 Visit:  http://pineywoodswildlifesociety.org

Whooping Crane Boat Tour
Saturday, February 4, 2012


